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Major Cooperators
Whiteman Air Force Base• 
St. Louis-Lambert International Airport• 
Kansas City International Airport• 
Missouri Air National Guard • 
U.S. Forest Service• 
Missouri Department of Conservation• 
Missouri Department of Agriculture• 

Wildlife Services
Protecting PeopleProtecting People
Protecting AgricultureProtecting Agriculture
Protecting WildlifeProtecting Wildlife
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State Report

United States Department of Agriculture
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

USDA Resolves Wildlife Confl icts in Missouri
Every day, farmers, airports, residents, and agencies call on Wildlife Services (WS) in 
Missouri for help in protecting agriculture, human health and safety, natural resources, and 
property from damage or threats posed by wildlife. WS’ professional wildlife biologists 
respond with effective, selective, and humane strategies to resolve wildlife confl icts.  

WS works to protect property and reduce human health and safety risks at airports, 
schools, and along roadways. The program also protects people, pets, and livestock from 
wildlife-borne diseases; guards many natural resources, such as fi sheries and timber, from 
wildlife depredation; and educates the public about wildlife and wildlife damage manage-
ment.  Specifi c projects conducted by WS in Missouri include, protecting human health and 
safety at airports, protecting crops from bird damage, minimizing negative impacts of feral 
swine, conducting surveillance for highly pathogenic avian infl uenza, and managing dam-
age caused by beavers, pigeons, starlings, and other wildlife.

Applying Science & Expertise to Wildlife Challenges
WS offers information, advice, equipment, and materials that enable many people to re-
solve wildlife confl icts on their own. Often, this technical assistance can be provided over 
the phone. WS also provides on-site expertise, or direct control, to manage complex wild-
life problems that cannot be safely resolved by others. To sup port this effort, WS employs 
professional wildlife biologists and wildlife specialists to address problems posed by wildlife 
and to ensure the cooperator and wildlife benefi t from the latest science and technology.

Protecting Human Health and Safety at Airports—WS works to reduce aircraft/wildlife 
strikes by providing both technical assistance and direct control at Missouri airports us-
ing an integrated manage ment approach.  Since 1990, 19 civil airports in the State have 
recorded more than 2,500 wildlife strikes.  The number of actual strikes is likely to be much 
greater since experts estimate that about 80% of bird strikes go unreported.

WS is currently managing wildlife damage at three civil airports, one U.S. Air Force base, 
and two Missouri Air National Guard bases.  The services range from conducting wildlife 
hazard assessments to developing a complete Wildlife Dam age Management Plan.  Habi-
tat modifi cation has been an integral tool used to reduce wildlife strikes.  These modifi ca-
tions include implementing crop-free zones within 2,000 feet of runways, remov ing trees, 
and constructing wildlife fences.
 
Wildlife Disease Surveillance—WS provides both technical and direct assistance to the 
U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Corps of Engineers, commercial swine producers, and private 
landowners in resolving problems with feral swine.  Protecting farmers, hunters and com-
mercial swine from disease risks is a signifi cant component of wildlife disease surveillance, 
and includes testing feral swine for pseudorabies, swine brucellosis, and many other 
pathogens.  

Protecting Agricultural Crops—WS protects property and agricultural crops from wildlife 
damage, including levees destroyed by muskrats, rice crops destroyed by blackbirds, crops 
and roads fl ooded by beaver dams, at aquaculture facilities depredated by fi sh-eating birds 
such as double-crested cormorants and American white 
pelicans.
 
Protecting Public Health and Safety from Wildlife Disease—WS cooperates with sev-
eral agencies to address wildlife disease issues, such as tularemia, avian infl uenza, swine 
brucellosis, and West Nile virus.  WS has also worked to protect livestock and people from 
health threats related to captive wildlife and exotic animals.  In addition, WS personnel ac-
tively participate on several wildlife boards, including the Feral Swine Task Force and the 
Council on Captive Wild and Exotic Animals.
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Protecting Property—WS cooperates with property owners and 
industrial sites to protect private property from damage caused 
by large bird fl ocks and associated droppings.  The droppings 
cause excessive damage to paint and metal structures and result 
in hazardous working conditions for employees at these sites.

Protecting Multiple Resources from Beaver Damage—WS 
works with farmers and drainage districts in southeast Missouri 
to protect multiple resources from beaver damage.  Beaver dams 
fl ood crops, and roads and prevent irrigation waters from reach-
ing the crops.  Bea vers also cut down trees and some crop plants 
for food or dam building.

Looking to the Future
In Missouri, public safety is a concern for wildlife managers. This 
is particularly true at airports. Additional attention must be given 
to this very specialized area of work.

A second issue, impacting public safety, the environment, and 
economic loss, involves the increased need to manage feral 
swine populations.  Disease prevention should be addressed 
through population level management to prevent the spread of 
disease to domestic hog operations.  Feral swine also com pete 
with native wildlife for food and damage sensitive ecosystems.  

Missouri Wildlife Services Funding
In addition to receiving Federally allocated funds, WS also re-
ceives signifi cant fi nancial support from agricultural producers; 
private individu als; businesses, and other Federal, State, and 
local government agencies.  In most cases, these cooperators 
need professional expertise to resolve wildlife damage problems.  

Top 5 Major Assistance Activities in 2010: 
Protecting civil and military aviation from wildlife strikes• 
Managing damage caused by pigeons, starlings, and • 
blackbirds
Protecting property and crops from beaver damage• 
Protecting property, livestock, and natural resources from • 
feral swine
Addressing wildlife disease issues    • 
       

Top 4 WS Research Projects of Interest to Missouri in 2010:
Estimating feral swine populations and damage • 
Defining and reducing wildlife hazards to aviation• 
Developing new techniques/products to control bird damage• 
Improving methods to reduce damage due to large bird • 
roosts
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