
 
What can be done about nutria damage? 
Although nutria are well-suited to Virginia’s wetland environments, their damage can be reduced 
and populations can be removed through aggressive wildlife management measures, especially if 
the populations are small and isolated.  Nutria management requires close coordination among 
wildlife management agencies, outdoor enthusiasts, and landowners. 
 
The Chesapeake Bay Nutria Eradication Project (CBNEP) is an example of a nearby partnership 
of government agencies, private organizations, and landowners who have combined efforts to 
protect the wetland habitats from the damaging effects of nutria. This extremely successful 
partnership includes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, USDA Wildlife Services program, 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Delaware Natural Resources and 
Environmental Control ( DNREC), and Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(VDGIF).  In addition to these agencies, nearly 500 landowners have provided critical support to 
the program by providing access to their privately owned marshes. 
. 
 


