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As part of a 4-year study of raven-least tem interactions, we evaluated a
nonlethal approach for reducing predation on eggs of the California least tem.
The study was conducted at Camp Pendleton, CA where recovery of least tem
populations has been hampered by a variety of avian and mammalian predators.
In 1991, near their nest sites, we exposed 9 pairs of temitorial ravens to Cotumix
quail eggs injected with 30 mg of methiocarb, an aversive agent known for its
birds repellent properties. Within 4 or S days, all pairs leamed to avoid the
treated eggs, and removal of test eggs was minimal during the 4-week trial
period. In 1992, we applied this technique at 3{east tem colonies at Camp
Pendleton. Beginning 3 weeks prior to the tems' arrival, we deployed 10 treated
eggs at each site and monitored their status daily for 7 weeks. Corvids removed
treated eggs at each of the sites, but there was no predation on least tem eggs.
Furthermore, unlike in previous years, there was no need for lethal control
measures to be used against ravens to protect the tem colonies. Although this
technique is still experimental, we feel that nonlethal methods such as this offer
reasonable altematives to lethal methods when the intensive management of

avian egg predators is necessary. &
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