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' SECONDARY POISONING HAZARDS ASSOCIATED WITH RODENTICIDE USE
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Secondary poisoning may result when a rodent consumes a rodenticide bait and
subsequently is consumed by a predator. Few field studies have been conducted to 3
evaluate secondary hazards from rodenticide use. Among acute compounds, zing !
phosphide generally is not secondarily hazardous; strychnine can pose a secondary ;
hazard if predators consume stomacho or cheek-pouch contents of poisoned prey; :
and 1080 (sodium monofluoroacetate) can pose a secondary hazard to mammalian : .
predators, while the risk of raptors is minimal. Anticoagulants potentially are seconda- 3
rily hazardous, especially to raptors. Hazards associated with any one rodenticide may

" vary significantly depending upon use pattern (e.g., commensal vs. field) and the
foraging behavior and habitat use of nontarget wildlife. Secondary hazards are evalua-
ted best with radiotelemetry. Results are interpreted using data on exposure (i.e., use

of treated areas, acreage treated within a home range) residue chemistry, and survival/
mortality.
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