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REPTILIA: SQUAMATA: SAURIA: GEKKONIDAE SPHAERODACTYLUS MICROPITHECUS

Catalogue of Amcrican Amphibians and Reptiles.
Donn, C. KENNETH, Jk. 1985. Sphaerodactylus micropithecus.

Sphaerodacrylus micropithecus Schwartz
Monilo gecko

Sphaerodactylus micropithecus Schwarwz, 1977:986. Type-lucal-
ity, “Iela Monito." Tolorype, adult male, Univ. Fla./Flu. St.
Mus. 21570, collected Ly F. G. Thompson and H, W. Camp-
bell an May 20, 1974, Kxamined by author.

® CoNTENT. No subspccies ure recognized.

® DpriNiTIoN. A Splacrodactylus prrhaps allied (o the macro-
lepis complex of Puerio Rico (Schwartz, 1977). Hatohlings are
approXimately 14 mm snout-vem length and adults range . least
10 86 mm SVI.. The adult grownd color is light to dark gray with
a blowched patern; juveniles are darker than edulrs. The tail col
oration ia tan o light brown, Ocelli may or msy not be present in
the seapular patchos and, if present, are not cancolor with ground
coloration, but nearly whitc. The sucral regiun usuelly contains a
wellpronounced U mark. Canthul-temporal fincs are usually well.
delineated end pronounced, and a scapular patch may or may not
be present. There aro 34 36 acute, kewled imbricate dorsal szales
[rom axills 1o groin; 51--56 midbody scales; 3 snprulubial acales to
mid eye; 1 internaxal scale; 32-33 ventral scales from axilln to
groin; malcs have 7 x 14 escutcheon scales. There are 25 presacral
verTebrac.

® DESCRIPTION.  Schwertz (1977) gives & detuiled descripuon of
the preserved holoiype and parulype, inchuding scele counts and
partern. Dodd wnd Ortiz (1984) provide additional information on
scale counts, dural partern vuriution, coloration of living specimens,
and number of presacral vertehrac.

® [LLusTRATIONS. Black and white photographs of a 36 mm
msle (USNM 229891) ara in Dodd and Ortiz (1983) and U.S. Fixh
and Wildlife Service (1982), Color slides of additional living speci-
mens are deposited with the Division of Mepliles and Amphibians,
National Museum of Nutura History (TISNM), Washington, D.C.
Schwartz (1977) and Dodd and Ortig (1984) give line drawings of
the dorssl pawtern.

® DisTRIDUTION.  This sprcies is known only fram Islu Monito
(long. 67°10/, Jat. 18°10") in the Mona Passage, midway hetwern
Puerto Rico und Hispaniola. Dodd und Ortiz (1983) found the Kenko
only on the northesst und southwesl sides of the island.

® Fossi. Recorp. None,

® PEKTINENT TUTERATURE. ‘This species waa described Ly
Schwarly (1977) on the basis of two preserved specimens; he pro.
vidal detailed morphological descriptions of these xpecimene and
compared ther with gengraphically proximate Sphaerodactylus
from lela Mona and Jslu Descchea, Puerto Rico, and Tliapauiola.
On the hasis of the comparisons and bivgeographical considerations.
he speculiied that 8. micropitherus was ellied with the masrolepis
complex of Puerto Rico, and a relict of o pre-Eocene fauna of
Greater Puorto Rico. Dodd and Ortiz (1984) give dat: on morpho.
logical variation und informalion on the coloration of bving speci-
mens. They also noted the similarily in head parrern of S. micro-
pithecus o that of S. (cvinsi of Isla Desecheo, Dodd and Ortiz
(1983) discuss the rexults of & status survey on Monito snd potentinl
threats 1o tho gecko, and they and US. Fish and Wildlite Servicc
(1982) review the conservation nceds of (he spociex.

® Erymoocy. The name micropithecus i derived from (he
Greek mikros, meaning lirtle, and pithecos, meaning spe. I refers
to Manito, which means “little upc™ in Spanish. Monito is a tiny
satellite of the juuch larger Lsla Mons, Spanish foc ““upe island."
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Location of Isla Manito, the known range of Sphacrodactylies micropithecus.
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Comminy

In spite of carlier surveys of Monito (Rolle et al 1964), the
Monito gecko was only discovered in 1974, and taday only 6 «prc-
imens are in herpewlogical collections (two wxeh in the Florida State
Museum, T1.S. Nutionsl Muscum of Narural History, Departamento
de Mecursos Naturales de Puerro Rico). Dodd and Ormiz (19Y3)
reporied the specice from only two locations en Tsla Monitu. Coupled
with the thraats of hakiral destruction (in the past, Monito has been
uscd s & bombing target) and rat prodation, the appurent scarcity
of the geckv led the U.S, Fish and Wildli(: Service to list the species
as endungered, and to determine Isla Monito as “‘critical habitat."
A Recovery Plan is being developed which emphasizes rescarch on
e ecolog.ical requirements ol the specics 8s a preroquisite to im-
plementng any necessary munagement. The remareness and (ifE-
culty of secess of Monito make study of this species exiremely

difficult.
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