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LONGEVITY RECORDS OF NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS:
COLUMBIDAE THROUGH PARIDAE

By RoGeR B. CLarp, M. KATHLEEN KLIMKIEWICZ, AND
ANTHONY G. FUTCHER

This paper is the second in a four-part series supplementing and
extending an earlier summary by Kennard (Bird-Banding 46:55-73,
1975). It is based on an extensive review of the literature and a detailed
examination of the records in the Bird Banding Laboratory (hereafter
BBL), Laurel, Maryland. A more detailed account of the work done and
of changes in format from Kennard (op. cit.) is given by Clapp et al. (J.
Field Ornithol. 53:81-124, 1982).

We have used 5 years of age as a minimum for inclusion of species
with a considerable number of bandings, but have arbitrarily included
a few records of lesser age for species that have been little studied and
for which there is no previous published information.

Data listed in the table of longevities (Table 2) are presented in the
same format as in the preceding paper in this series except that we do
not use the codes for inexact dates of recovery, because we felt that
these might be confusing to the reader. Such inexact dates of recovery
have been equated to the earliest date that the bird could have been
recovered (e.g., spring = 1 March, cf. Table 1 in Clapp et al., op. cit.).
The estimated minimum age is calculated by assuming a hatching date
of 1 June as was done by Kennard (op. cit.).

The recovery total is for those processed through August 1981. The
banding total is a composite derived from several sources (Clapp et al.,
op. cit.) and is an inexact, but close, approximation of the total number
banded since the inception of bird banding in North America. Reasons
for inclusion of recovery and banding totals were given in Clapp et al.
(op. cit.).

The codes for age and sex (Table 1) are those used by the BBL. “Year”
in these codes always refers to the calendar year of banding. Many of
the birds listed were banded before some of these codes (e.g., HY, AHY)
came into use and a number of the earlier codes (e.g., N, I) do not have
the same implications as those used currently (e.g., the previously used
N and I for the currently used L and HY); therefore, we have listed
age and sex as they appear on the original banding schedules. An age
or sex listed in parentheses indicates an age or sex not in the original
data that we have added. Such emendations are based either on infor-
mation received subsequent to the original banding or on the present
use of the age codes (U = AHY in January).

One of three symbols is usually given before the common name in
the list of longevities in Table 2. A # indicates that this is the same bird
listed by Kennard (op. cit.). The estimated minimum age for these birds
is the same as in Kennard’s paper. An * denotes a bird of greater age
than that given in the original list and two ** indicate a species not listed
by Kennard. An *# before two entries (Purple Martin and American
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TaBLE 1. Codes used in list of longevities of North American birds (Table 2).

Codes for age and sex and their verbal equivalent

A = Adult HY = Hatching year M = Male
AHY = After hatching year I = Immature N = Nestling
ASY = After second year J = Juvenile SY = Second year
F = Female L = Local U = Unknown
Codes for “How Recovered”
00 = Found dead 28 = Caught by hand
01 = Shot 29 = Sight record; identified by color
03 = Caught due to injury band or marker other than U.S.
04 = Caught by or due to trap or snare Fish and Wildlife Service band
other than used for catching birds 45 = Found dead or injured on highway
09 = Caught by or due to hawks, owls, 52 = Sight record: band read by tele-
or other raptors scope or other means
12 = Caught by or due to cat 89 = Trapped and released by bander
14 = Struck or struck by motor vehicle in different 10-minute block than
16 = Collected as scientific specimen or where originally banded
for scientific study 99 = Trapped and released by bander
20 = Caught due to disease in same 10-minute block where
21 = Caught or found dead in building originally banded

or enclosure

Crow) indicates that these are the same birds as those listed by Kennard,
but are listed with greater ages. These resulted from discrepancies we
discovered while examining the original data. Three entries (Northern
[Yellow-shafted] Flicker, Pileated Woodpecker, and Barn Swallow) that
lack a symbol preceding the English name are replacements for entries
in Kennard that proved to be invalid and are younger than the birds
listed there.

Thirty-seven (40.2%) of the records for the 92 taxa listed in Table 2
represent birds of greater longevity than those listed by Kennard (op.
cit.). Forty-six (50%) are for taxa not listed in the original paper. Six
(6.5%) records represent longevities that have not been exceeded since
the original paper and the remaining three (3.3%) records are for birds
of lesser age than those in the original paper.

We encourage banders to submit records for avian longevities greater
than those listed to the BBL. Copies should be sent to Clapp and
Klimkiewicz. We also solicit data on longevity for species not listed here
that are older than those listed by Kennard (1975) or by Clapp et al.
(op. cit.) and for species 4 years old or older that are not listed by these
sources. This information will be helpful in producing further supple-
ments on the longevity of North American birds.
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individuals are listed in Table 2; we thank them and all others for their
help. Kelly Bryan, David DeSante, Charles A. Ely, John J. Flores, David
W. Johnston, Chandler S. Robbins, and Bruce Sorrie were particularly
helpful in supplying data for this part of the supplement.

Personnel of the Bird Banding Laboratory, Office of Migratory Bird
Management and the Marine Bird Project, Denver Wildlife Research
Center, aided us in locating and verifying longevity records at the BBL.
Among these many individuals, we particularly thank Nancy G. Mullis,
whose incomparable knowledge of the recovery files saved us many hours
of work; George M. Jonkel, Chief, BBL, for his assistance and encour-
agement, and Donald E. Wilson, Chief, Museum Section, for permitting
the senior author to travel to Patuxent to work on this project. Lyda
Eubank kindly typed Table 2 for final publication.

Museum Section, Denver Wildlife Research Center, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, National Museum of Natural History, Washington, D.C. 20560 (R.B.C.);
Bird Banding Laboratory, Office of Migratory Bird Management, Patuxent
Wildlife Research Center, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Laurel, Maryland
20708 (M.K.K.); Biology Department, Columbia Union College, Takoma Park,
Maryland 20912 (A.G.F.). Received 20 Dec. 1982; accepted 22 Mar. 1983.
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