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albinism has been reported to occur in other boid species (e.g., 
Lichanura trivirgata; Klauber 1972. Rattlesnakes: Their Habits, 
Life Histories, and Influence on Mankind. University of Califor-
nia Press, Berkeley, 2 vols. 1533 pp.), we know of no other cases of 
albinism in this species. 
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HYDROPHIS (= PELAMIS) PLATURA (Yellow-bellied Seasnake). 
INTERACTION WITH DOLPHINS. Hydrophis platura is the only 
fully pelagic sea snake. It is thought to be predominantly a pas-
sive drifter that concentrates around ocean slicks, where it some-
times forms aggregations into the millions (Campbell and Lamar 
2004. Venomous Reptiles of the Western Hemisphere. Cornell 
University Press, Ithaca, New York. 870 pp.). Little is known about 
biotic interactions of H. platura. It eats fishes and probably has 
few predators because it is unpalatable to many fishes and may 
have toxic flesh (Campbell and Lamar, op. cit.).

At ~1015 h on 7 November 2013, one of us (EL) was swim-
ming with a pod of about half a dozen Tursiops truncatus (Com-
mon Bottlenose Dolphins) in Banderas Bay, Jalisco, Mexico 
(20.7031078°N, 105.3278205°W; datum WGS84), when two of the 
dolphins began interacting with an adult H. platura (Fig. 1; total 
length ca. 70 cm based on photographs). Over a period of 6–7 min, 
the two dolphins pushed the snake around in the water with their 
heads and repeatedly threw it into the air using their tails. The 
snake did not react in any obvious way, only continued to swim.

Although wild and captive delphinids occasionally manipu-
late other animals for functional purposes (e.g., Smolker et al. 
1997. Ethology 103:454–465), the majority of reports of these 
kinds of interactions seem to serve no particular purpose and 
are categorized as play. Social object play using plants or animals 
that do not serve as prey often involves pushing these animals 
around, passing them from one part of the body to another or 
among individuals, or chasing and grabbing them only to release 
them before chasing again (Janik 2015. Current Biol. 25:R7–R8). 
These behaviors are often accompanied by splashing, aerial dis-
plays, and social interactions (Mann and Smuts 1999. Behaviour 
136:529–566). Because the behavior of the dolphins we observed 
fit this description, we suggest that the dolphins were playing 
with the snake. If this was indeed the case, this is the first docu-
mentation of dolphins playing with a marine reptile. 

Dolphins do not appear to prey upon H. platura. Kropach 
(1972. PhD dissertation, The City University of New York), 
reporting the unpublished data of other investigators, stated that 

stomach contents of 214 dolphins examined from areas of the 
eastern Pacific where H. platura was plentiful contained no sea 
snakes, and Heatwole (1975. In W. A. Dunson [ed.], The Biology 
of Sea Snakes, pp. 233–249. University Park Press, Baltimore, 
Maryland) concluded that H. platura are nearly free from 
predation. Two reports of pinnipeds, both of which became ill, 
consuming H. platura suggest that the snakes are unpalatable to 
marine mammals. In addition, the venom of H. platura is largely 
neurotoxic and is probably highly potent. Although only a few 
fatal bites to humans have been reported, the potential for fatal 
bites to marine mammals exists.
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LEPTODEIRA SEPTENTRIONALIS (Northern Cat-eyed Snake). 
DIET AND PREDATION. Beginning at 1838 h on 30 May 2014 
at the Caves Branch Jungle Lodge in Belize, we observed an en-
counter between a Leptodeira septentrionalis and an Incilius val-
liceps that appeared to have initiated as a predation attempt by 
the toad on the snake. The toad (SVL ca. 9 cm) had the dorsal 
portion of the snake’s head in its mouth (Fig. 1); however, the 
toad was motionless and the snake (with its head in the toad’s 
mouth) was retracting backwards up a stone wall into a crevice, 
pulling the toad with it. The snake’s lower jaw was beneath the 
lower jaw of the toad, meaning that teeth of the snake’s upper jaw 
were undoubtedly imbedded in the toad’s lower mouth, thereby 
allowing the snake to envenom the toad, indicated by the toad’s 
lack of motion (for information on toxicity of venom within 

Fig. 1. Albino Eryx jaculus found near the port of Aghios Georgios, 
Iraklia, Greece. 
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Fig. 1. Tursiops truncatus (Common Bottlenose Dolphins) seemingly 
playing with a Hydrophis (= Pelamis) platura (Yellow-bellied Seas-
nake) in Banderas Bay, Jalisco, Mexico.
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genus Leptodeira see Weinstein et al. 2014. Clin. Toxicol. 52:277–
282). Within 2 min the snake had retracted nearly its whole body 
into the crevice, but it was also clear that the toad would not fit 
into it (Fig. 1). At approximately 1858 h, the snake made a quick 

motion to simultaneously extract its head from the immobilized 
toad and put the toad’s snout in its mouth. It then began an at-
tempt to swallow the toad (Fig. 2). To do so the snake gradually 
began to exit the crevice and stretch downwards. By 1941 h, the 
snake had engulfed nearly the whole head of the toad. The next 
morning the toad was found dead about 2 m from where the en-
counter was first observed. There was no indication of the fate of 
the snake. Our only explanation for the encounter was that the 
toad attempted to predate the snake, but the snake was able to 
bite inside the toad’s mouth to envenom and kill the toad. This 
provided the counter-opportunity for the snake to attempt to eat 
the toad, which may have been too large to consume. 
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OXYRHOPUS OCCIPITALIS. MELANISM. Melanism is an unusu-
ally high amount of black pigment within a particular individual 
(Gilhen and Scott 2014. Can. Field-Nat. 128:63–71). Melanism 
may provide advantages for thermoregulation and reproduction 
(Clusella-Trullas et al. 2007. J. Therm. Biol. 32:235–245) and has 
been described as common and highly variable in snakes (Lori-
oux et al. 2008. Amphibia-Reptilia 29:1–5). 

On 16 October 2013 at 1128 h, a melanistic adult female 
Oxyrhopus occipitalis (Fig. 1; SVL = 680 mm; tail length = 198 
mm) was collected at the upland forest in Reserva Extrativista 
Beija Flor Brilho de Fogo (0.8044°N, 52.212692°W, datum WGS 
84; elev. 98.4 m), municipality of Pedra Branca do Amapari, 
Amapá state, Brazil, and deposited in the herpetology collection 
of Universidade Federal do Amapá (CECCAMPOS 00911). This 
record constitutes the first published account of melanism in O. 
occipitalis (Dipsadidae, Xenodontinae, Pseudoboini) from the 
eastern Amazon. 
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S. Bernarde for help with the identification of the snake, and 
ICMBio for the license number 41443-1.
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PANTHEROPHIS GUTTATUS (Red Cornsnake). DIET. Panthe-
rophis guttatus is a common predator of small mammals and of 
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Fig. 1. Leptodeira septentrionalis found with the dorsal portion of its 
head in the mouth of an Incilius valliceps in Belize. 

Fig. 2. In a quick motion 20 min after observations were initiated, the 
Leptodeira septentrionalis removed its head from inside the mouth 
of the Incilius valliceps and captured the toad’s snout in its mouth. 

Fig. 1. Dorsal (A) and ventral (B) views of an adult female Oxyrhopus 
occipitalis displaying melanistic coloration.




