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rates.  We attended to the traps regularly to maintain the decoy birds and remove 
captured birds as warranted. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Results & Discussion 
 
We estimated that at least 15,000 blackbirds were feeding in the nearby 
sunflower field.  From 28 August and 5 October, we captured 154 red-winged 
blackbirds in the two decoy traps (Table 1).  All the birds were captured in the 
last two weeks of the study, after the sunflower crop had reached physiological 
maturity.  This may have occurred because the sunflower achenes had become 
slightly less palatable or harder to open. 
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Table 1.  Number of red-winged blackbirds captured in decoy traps from 28 
August - 5 October 2009. 
 

Trap # Date Euthanized 

3 9/23/2009 9 

3 9/28/2009 16 

3 9/30/2009 14 

3 10/2/2009 60 

2 10/5/2009 30 

3 10/5/2009 25 

Total  154 

 
 
 
We concluded that large decoy traps were not cost-effective because of the labor 
and travel costs associated with maintaining decoy birds and the relatively few 
numbers of captured free-ranging blackbirds.  Our results corroborated those 
obtained by researchers in Canada and suggest that decoy traps would not be 
an effective component of an integrated bird management plan to protect 
sunflower. 


