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Leptospirosis is a bacterial disease that
infects humans and animals. Disease in
humans can range from asymptomatic
infections to much more serious illness,
involving kidney damage, meningitis,

The NWDP has utilized a subset of feral
swine samples stored in the feral swine
serum archive to determine apparent
prevalence of leptospirosis in these pre-
viously collected samples. Microagglu-
tination testing is almost complete for
the approximate 2000 samples submit-
ted to Colorado State University. Sam-
ples were screened for exposure to 6
serovars (hardjo, icterohemorrhagiae,

canicola, grippotyphosa, Pomona, and
Bratislava) common in domestic ani-
mals or humans. A sample was iden-
tified as leptospirosis positive if it
tested positive to any of the serovars.

There is a considerable amount of
cross-reaction between serovars mak-
ing it difficult to be sure that a posi-
tive result for a particular serovar was
not the result of a cross reaction with
a different serovar. Initial results in-
dicate that exposure to leptospirosis is
ubiquitous in feral swine throughout
the United States. The chart above
indicates the percent positive, but
does not adjust for sample size. The-

Update on Leptospirosis Testing in Feral Swine

se preliminary results also do not re-

port all of the samples that were sub-

mitted because testing is still under-

way.
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actively shedding the bacteria and
thus serve as a potential source of in-
fection to humans and other animals.

For more information contact Kerri
Pedersen:
Kerri.Pedersen@aphis.usda.gov.
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