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types.  Results also may provide 
information on immunological re-
sponse to Trichinella in pigs.  The 
NWDP and ARS scientists hope 
this will lead to better scientific 
based strategies for protecting pas-
ture-raised pigs from infection.  
For more information contact John 
Baroch,  
John.A.Baroch@aphis.usda.gov. 
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The NWDP headquarters office in 
cooperation with the Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) estab-
lished a new initiative to collect 
tongue tissue from feral swine in 
four states that have demonstrated 
a high incidence of infection with 
the parasites Trichinella spp. and 
Toxoplasma.  The NWDP staff is 
organizing sample collection and 
ARS will extract and isolate Tri-

chinella and Toxoplasma from 
samples for genotyping.  This in-
formation is critical for a better 
understanding of the true risk 
posed by sylvatic Trichinella 
genotypes in the environment. In 
particular, risk to the growing 
population of pasture-raised pigs 
that may be exposed to wildlife or 
wildlife carcasses that are poten-
tially infected with these geno-
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PLAGUE SAMPLES 
identify counties or states 
where additional  sam-
ples were needed.  Wild-
life biologists with the 
NWDP also have been in 
contact with several state 
health departments to de-
termine if there is an in-
terest in sharing data to 

boost sample sizes.  As a 
result, several thousand 
additional wildlife plague 
samples have been added 
to the plague and tulare-
mia database.  For more 
information contact Sarah 
Bevins, 
Sarah.N.Bevins@aphis.usda.gov 

NWDP staff biologists 
reviewed 25,154 wildlife 
samples tested for plague 
over the past five years 
(2005 to 2010).  This re-
view was to assess if dis-
tribution of samples 
across species met 
NWDP goals, and to 

For the last few years, Excel has 
been used as the primary tool for 
recording and sending feral swine 
data.  Recently, the NWDP devel-
oped DART as a new tool for re-
cording and storing disease data.  
Currently, DART is used to cap-
ture feral swine data from Wildlife 
Disease Biologists (WDB) who are 

collecting feral swine samples in 
the field.  DART is designed to 
reduce data entry for WDBs and 
to ease sharing results back to the 
WDBs on completion of diagnos-
tic testing.  Samples sent out from 
the archive to other laboratories 
will be tracked and results made 
available to the WDBs via a num-

ber of reporting options.  This sys-
tem has multiple facets which en-
able the NWDP to track samples 
from the feral swine serum archive 
as they are utilized for other man-
agement purposes.  For more in-
formation contact Mark Lutman, 
Mark.W.Lutman@aphis.usda.gov. 
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