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volved.  The NWDP plans to con-
tinue this collaboration with ARS.   

For more information, please con-
tact Kerri Pedersen,  
Kerri.Pedersen@aphis.usda.gov 
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The NWDP has been collabo-
rating with researchers at the 
Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS) in Athens, Georgia to 
develop an improved assay for 
detection of Newcastle disease 
virus (NDV) in wild birds.  
Samples from large-scale die-
offs of double-crested cormo-
rants either suspected or con-
firmed to be positive for NDV 
have been submitted to ARS for 
development of the assay.  ARS 
is also monitoring the genetic 
changes in NDV.  In the past, 

all cormorant viruses have been 
considered mesogenic because they 
do not cause significant mortality in 
chickens; however, the virus re-
cently has been isolated from gulls 
and there is concern that the viru-
lence and host range of the virus 
may increase over time.  To date, 
samples have been submitted from 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, Mas-
sachusetts, and Maryland.  A manu-
script with the preliminary findings 
has already been published with co-
authorship shared between all in-

14 March 2011 

were tested by the NWDP in Fort 
Collins, CO; over 6% tested 
positive to Type A influenza an-

tibodies.  These results are being 
used to direct targeted surveil-
lance in specific counties by 
Wildlife Services personnel.  
Since October 2010 we have 
tested over 800 serum samples 
and about 10% were positive for 
exposure to Type A influenza.  
The NWDP will continue to test 
serum samples collected by field 
personnel through the end of the 
fiscal year.    

For more information, please con-
tact Mark Lutman, 
 
Mark.W.Lutman@aphis.usda.gov 
 

The original artwork on this page was created by the National Wildlife Disease Program’s Erika Kampe and Sarah Goff 

In September of 2010, the NWDP 
began testing feral swine serum 
samples for antibodies to Type A 
influenzas.  Testing is being con-
ducted with the IDEXX MultiS-
Screen antibody test kit (ELISA) 
approved for use in swine.  The 
goal of this project is to determine 
the apparent prevalence of Type A 
influenzas in feral swine popula-
tions.  Information from this pro-
ject will help elucidate how these 
viruses may be transmitted among 
feral and farmed swine, wildlife, 
and humans.  In FY2010, about 
2,000 serum samples from the Fe-
ral Swine Serum Archive (FSSA) 
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