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mation on a range of efforts that 

support biosurveillance, includ-

ing programs, collaborations, in-

formation technology systems, 

and tools.  Metadata on these pro-

grams and tools such as the name 

of the system and its acronym, 

contact information for 

persons primarily re-

sponsible for maintain-

ing the system, the sys-

tem’s main purpose, 

and the diseases and 

conditions under sur-

veillance will be en-

tered into the Registry. 

This insight will reveal 

opportunities for inte-

gration and collabora-

tion as well as help de-

termine overlaps, inef-

ficiencies, and gaps in 

capabilities. The Regis-

try should aid in the 

determination of how 

much funding is re-

quired to maintain ex-

isting systems and to 

gauge the impact of 

funding cuts.  The 

NWDP was identified 

as experts in wildlife 

disease surveillance 

systems. Consequently, 

we were asked to par-

ticipate on the Federal Biosurveil-

lance Work Group, which is de-

veloping the Registry.    

For more information please con-

tact Tom DeLiberto,   
 

Thomas.J.DeLiberto@aphis.usda.gov 
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The NWDP is participat-

ing in the development 

of The National Biosur-

veillance Registry for 

Human Health.  This ef-

fort is being coordinated 

by the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Preven-

tion, and supports an im-

portant principle of the 

biosurveillance vision set 

forth in HSPD-21: the 

need to build on current 

capabilities.  The Regis-

try will strengthen under-

standing of how organi-

zations collect, com-

municate, and use bio-

surveillance information.  

It will provide a picture 

of biosurveillance capac-

ity in the United States 

by outlining what activi-

ties 1) support the Na-

tional Biosurveillance 

Strategy and 2) currently 

exist within Federal, 

State, local, Tribal, and 

Territorial governments and within 

multiple knowledge domains that 

impact human health (e.g., human, 

domestic and wild animals, envi-

ronment, and plant).  The Registry 

will not assimilate surveillance da-

ta.  Rather, it will capture infor-
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