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Consequences Associated with the Recent Range Expansion of Nonnative

Feral Swine

In a recent article of the April issue of
BioScience, NWDP scientists re-
viewed the impacts of feral swine on
agriculture and livestock, protected
lands and species of conservation con-
cern, and pathogen transmission. Feral
swine have been present as a
nonnative species in the United States
for nearly 500 years, but their popula-
tions have recently begun to increase
and expand with alarming rapidity.
This situation is mirrored by popula-
tion increases in Europe, Japan, and

predatory species, and the
presence of artificial water
sources.

The problems associated
with large numbers of feral
swine on the landscape are
multidimensional and en-
compass issues associated
with agricultural destruction,
the conservation of threat-

ened and endangered spe-
cies, and health risks related
to disease transmission to

Figure 2. Row crop damage in Kansas from feral swine.
Photograph: John Johnson and Jason Kloft, US
Department of Agriculture.
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Figure 1 In recent years, the distribution of feral swine has expanded dramatically in the United States. This map shows
the reported feral swine expansion from 1982 (based on data provided by the Southeastern Cooperative Wildlife Discase
sed on data collected by the US Department of Agriculture, Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service, National Wildlife Disease Program).
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