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Cross-Species Transmission of Parvoviruses

Parvoviruses are non-enveloped
single stranded DNA viruses that
infect fast replicating tissues like
bone marrow or lower gastrointestinal
tract tissues. These viruses are
commonly described in domestic
carnivores, but little is known about
their biodiversity in non-domestic
species. Cornell University is
collaborating with the NWDP and
other entities to describe the
phylogenetic analysis of the VP2
gene sequences from puma, coyote,
gray wolf, bobcat, raccoon, and
striped skunk; results have revealed
two major groups related to either
feline panleukopenia virus (“feline
parvovirus-like”) or canine
parvovirus (“canine parvovirus-like”).
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