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Feral Swine Carpal Glands

The determination of disease status at age management activities. ed in the literature.
the population level requires hands on
sampling of representative individuals
to assess disease exposure. Wildlife
Services field
personnel often
exploit the
basic biologi-
cal needs or
behaviors of
species in or-
der to capture
individuals for
sampling.
Food supple-
mentation is
widely used to
attract individ-
uals into an
area for trap-
ping or other

Very little is known about the biologi- NWDP staff recently helped conduct
cal function of the carpal gland found a behavioral research project seeking
to understand the
function of carpal
glands in feral
swine. This study
took place at the
Kerr Wildlife
Management Ar-
ea in Hunt, Texas
as a collaborative
effort with Texas
Parks & Wildlife
and Wildlife Ser-
vices. Although
initial phases of
the trials are com-
plete, data analy-
sis is still ongo-

Eaﬁagerléent ing. Hopefully,
chniques. these results will
These ap-

help to develop a
new feral swine
specific attractant.

proaches are
generally inef-
fective when
natural food
resources are abundant. on the inside of the front legs of swine
(Sus scrofa). Previous investigations
of these glands have used histology,
histochemistry, and morphometrics to
demonstrate that these organs most
likely play an active role in interspe-

Developing alternative attractants,

which are based on other aspects of a
targeted species’ behavior are a focus
of scientists at Wildlife Services’ Na-

tional Wildlife Research Center. The- cific communication. Behavioral tri-
se findings should improve disease als involving feral swine and carpal ~ Brandon.S.Schmit@aphis.usda.gov

surveillance and other wildlife dam- gland secretions have not been report-

For more information, please contact
Brandon Schmit.
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