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tion.  There is fear that African Swine 
Fever may become endemic in the 
Caucasus region due to the following 
reasons:  1) it has been diagnosed in 
wild boar populations, 2) there is ex-
tensive illegal trade of pigs and pig 
products, 3) hogs are traditionally fed 
garbage or swill, and 4) there is lack 
of veterinary services and agricultural 
infrastructure; most notably animal 
traceability.   

The National Wildlife Disease Pro-
gram is currently involved in two pro-

jects in the 
Ukraine in-
volving Afri-
can Swine Fe-
ver diagnostics 
and wild boar 
surveillance.  
The National 
Veterinary 
Services La-
boratory is 
assisting the 
NWDP in this 
endeavor.  

For additional information please con-
tact Thomas Gidlewski.  Thom-
as.Gidlewski@aphis.usda.gov 
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African Swine Fever is 
on the move.   It is a 
highly contagious, of-
ten deadly, economi-
cally devastating, viral 
disease of swine.   
This unique virus can 
be spread between do-
mestic hogs, between 
wild and domestic 
hogs, by soft tick vec-
tors and by ingesting 
contaminated pork 
products.  This is a 
hemorrhagic disease 
with lesions most readily recognized 
in the lymphoid tissue causing dark, 
red swollen lymph nodes and marked-
ly enlarged, friable spleens. 

The disease was first recognized in 
East Africa in the early part of the 
twentieth century and observed to 
look clinically similar to hog cholera 
or classical swine fever.    The disease 
was largely limited to sub-Saharan 
Africa until the 1970s when it was 
discovered in parts of Europe and the 
Americas.  The disease was eradicat-
ed from most of these areas but per-
sisted in Sardinia and Southeastern 
Africa.  In the 1990s and 2000s the 
disease spread to western Africa and 

in 2007 the 
disease was 
reintroduced 
into Europe, 
this time into 
the country of 
Georgia.   

African Swine 
Fever is be-
lieved to have 
been intro-
duced into the 
Caucasus re-
gion by contaminated waste from in-
ternational ships.  The disease has 
been diagnosed in Georgia, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and the Russian Federa-
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The original artwork on this page was created by the National Wildlife Disease Program’s Erika Kampe and Sarah Goff 

Wildlife Services 

NWRC 
National Wildlife Research Center 

Note the enlarged hemorrhagic hepatic lymph nodes.  Picture is 
courtesy of Plum Island. 

Note the classic lesion, markedly enlarged and friable 
spleen.  Picture is courtesy of Plum Island.  
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