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On November 1, 2010, the Deputy Ad-
ministrators of Wildlife Services Veter-
inary Services, International Services,
and Animal Care established a Wildlife
Disease Business Plan Working Group.
The group was asked to develop a busi-
ness plan to create a more unified ap-
proach to the management of wildlife
disease issues within APHIS.

Currently, APHIS engages in wildlife
disease problems that exist primarily as

APHIS programs have complementary
and overlapping roles and responsibili-
ties when managing wildlife disease
issues. To capitalize on these strengths
and to maximize efficiencies, the
Working Group identified five goals,
with subordinate objectives and strate-
gies, that, when completed, will result
in a unified approach to addressing
wildlife disease issues within a One
Health paradigm. Together, APHIS
must:

Identify and coordinate laborato-
ry capabilities within the Unit-
ed States to support wildlife
disease research, surveillance,
and response activities.

The Working Group believes this
business plan can be implemented
in a way that complements the cur-
rent climate of a shrinking Federal
budget and the streamlining of
APHIS functions and structures.

domestic animal health or public health
challenges. Typically, APHIS reacts to
those diseases in wildlife when they
complicate our domestic animal disease
control activities. Under the One Health
concept, APHIS may need to be more
broadly engaged in wildlife diseases to
include those that are zoonotic but have
no domestic animal health conse-
quence. In addition, the Agency may
need to establish a more preventive,
rather than reactive posture, toward
wildlife diseases to mitigate disease
transmission risks among domestic ani-
mal, wildlife, and human populations.

Conduct research to support our
wildlife disease activities with a
solid scientific base.

Conduct surveillance for key wild-
life diseases in a coordinated man-
ner.

Implement APHIS’ limited authority
to respond to wildlife diseases
and, where possible, identify and
close authority gaps.

Be prepared to respond to all hazard
emergency responses that might
include wildlife and wildlife dis-
eases.

Regardless of how APHIS might be
structured in the future, the core
responsibility to confront wildlife
disease challenges will remain, and
the approach outlined in this plan
allows APHIS to address those dis-
ease issues as budgets shrink or
expand in the future.

For more information, contact Tom
DeL.iberto,

Thomas.J.DeL iberto@aphis.usda.gov
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