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APHIS Announces Withdrawal of 2008 Proposed Rule for Biotechnology
Regulations

WASHINGTON, February 27, 2015—The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) is withdrawing its 2008 proposed rule that would have amended the regulations
regarding the introduction (importation, interstate movement, and environmental release)
of certain genetically engineered organisms.

APHIS received over 88,300 comments on the proposed rule. Based on the scope of
comments received, and in light of the experience we have gained over the past 28 years
as well as continuing advances in biotechnology, APHIS has decided to withdraw the rule
and begin fresh stakeholder engagement aimed at exploring alternative policy
approaches.

APHIS intends to utilize an open and robust dialogue to drive the development of future
regulatory or policy approaches, as well as new scientific knowledge whenever it is
available. That engagement will begin with a series of webinars that will be announced
in the coming month.

For related documents and more information, go to
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/biotechnology/news
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