
 
 
 

 
APHIS Announces New Foreign Service Training Program 

 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), Animal and Plant Health 

Inspection Service (APHIS), International Services (IS) seek candidates for a new 
APHIS Foreign Service (FS) training program, which is advertised through the 
Federal employment site, USAJOBS.  APHIS will recruit a number of trainees, who 
upon successful completion of the program will be converted to the APHIS Foreign 
Service at the FP-4 grade (GS-12 equivalent).  Upon completion of the 12-14 month 
training program and successful completion of all required clearances, the candidate 
will receive their first Foreign Service assignment abroad.  All assignments will be 
based upon the needs of the Agency.   
 

IS represents APHIS abroad and advances its mission of protecting the 
health and value of U.S. agriculture and natural resources.  The strategic placement 
of IS’ international workforce allows the U.S. to monitor emergent pest and disease 
threats; safeguard American agriculture; address Sanitary/Phytosanitary issues; 
develop international strategies and partnerships to thwart the spread of 
economically devastating pests and diseases; and provide on-the-ground support to 
protect and expand U.S. agricultural exports abroad.  Through the International 
Capacity Building program, IS facilitates training and technology transfer to assist 
foreign partners in building their animal and plant health infrastructures which helps 
to reduce the likelihood of undetected agricultural threat pathways into the U.S.  IS 
promotes safe global trade and facilitates the development of technical regulatory 
systems internationally. 
 

Requirements for this training program include a Bachelor’s Degree or 
higher in a relevant scientific or technical field, such as biology, veterinary medicine, 
chemistry, agriculture, entomology or other related fields.  Recruitment is open to all 
U.S. candidates from all sources. 
 
The position is posted to USAJOBS at: 
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/396675100 
 
Follow APHIS via Twitter at https://twitter.com/usda_aphis.  
 

# 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence 
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 

877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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