
Sponges 
 
The United Kingdom (UK) does not require government certification for the above 
referenced materials.  (APHIS does not endorse certificates for consignments of these 
materials to the UK.) 
 
To import these materials, the UK importer (or their agent in the UK) must pre-notify the 
border inspection post (BIP) through which the consignment will enter the UK.  They 
will have to provide a Common Veterinary Entry Document (CVED)* and corresponding 
commercial documents.  However, a veterinary health certificate is not required.   
 
For more information UK importers may contact: 
 

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs (DEFRA) - Imports Team 
AHVLA Specialist Service Centre for International Trade 
Hadrian House 
Wavell Drive 
Carlisle 
Cumbria CA1 2TB 
Tel: 01228 403 600 (option 3) 
Fax: 01228 591 900 
Email: imports@ahvla.gsi.gov.uk 

 
*Common Veterinary Entry Document (CVED):   The CVED is not a document prepared 
or endorsed in the United States.   The CVED is prepared by the EU importer (or in the 
case of shipments transiting the EU, by the individual responsible for the consignment 
while it is in the EU) and submitted to the EU border inspection post (BIP).  The BIP 
finalizes the CVED prior to release of the shipment for movement within the EU.  APHIS 
does not endorse CVEDs. 
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