
New World Screwworm: Veterinary Considerations 
for Dogs and Cats that Travel Internationally
The following information was developed collaboratively by the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s 
(USDA) Animal Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS); the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA); 
and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP). 

New World Screwworm

New World screwworm (NWS) myiasis is a serious 
parasitic disease that can affect all warm-blooded 
animals, including dogs, cats, and people. Travel to 
or from NWS-affected countries—particularly areas 
with active animal or human cases—can significantly 
increase the risk of infestation. Certain dogs and 
cats, especially those with health conditions, certain 
breed characteristics, or outdoor exposure, may be at 
higher risk of infestation during travel. To prevent the 
spread of NWS into the United States, USDA requires 
all dogs arriving from NWS-affected countries to meet 
specific import requirements. Continued vigilance by 
all veterinary professionals is essential to protect U.S. 
animal agriculture and public health.  

Veterinary Considerations for 
International Travel

Veterinarians should counsel pet owners, rescue 
organizations, service animal owners, and others who 
may travel with dogs or cats about the risks of traveling 
to or from NWS-affected countries.

• Discuss NWS risk factors to help owners make
informed decisions about traveling with their animal.

• Recommend pre- and post-travel veterinary exams.

• Educate owners on the signs of NWS infestation.

• Consider prescribing  medications that the owner
can administer before returning to the United
States to prevent NWS infestation (see New World
Screwworm: Information for Veterinarians | FDA).
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https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/another-country-to-us-import/dogs/disease-status
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-health/new-world-screwworm-information-veterinarians
https://www.fda.gov/animal-veterinary/safety-health/new-world-screwworm-information-veterinarians
https://screwworm.gov


•	 Advise owners to contact the U.S. embassy or 
consulate located in the destination country for 
animal health resources.

•	 Recommend against traveling with dogs and cats to 
NWS-affected countries if risk factors are severe or 
management is not feasible.

•	 Inform owners that animals suspected of NWS 
infestation may be denied U.S. entry and returned to 
the country of departure at the owner’s expense. 

Requirements for Dogs and Cats Arriving 
from NWS-Affected Countries

Make sure clients are aware of U.S. entry requirements 
before they travel to a NWS-affected country. 

General Requirements
•	 Dogs and cats entering the United States may 

be subject to regulations from multiple federal 
agencies:
•	 USDA APHIS requires specific import certification 

for dogs arriving from NWS-affected countries 
(see Bring a Pet from Another Country into the 
United States)

•	 CDC requires all dogs and cats appear healthy 
upon arrival in the United States (see Bringing an 
Animal into the United States)

USDA APHIS Requirements for Dogs
•	 Dogs must have a health certificate signed by a 

full-time government veterinarian in the country of 
departure.

•	 The certificate must confirm the dog was inspected 
for NWS within 5 days of travel and found free of 
infestation.

•	 Dogs imported for adoption or resale must meet 
additional requirements under the Animal Welfare 
Act (see Commercial Dog Import).

Risk Factors for NWS Infestation

NWS can infest wounds as small as a tick bite. NWS can 
also infest mucus membranes. Dogs and cats at higher 
risk include those that:

•	 Spend significant time outside

•	 Have skin folds, long hair, allergies, or medical 
conditions 

•	 Are recovering from surgery or have recently  
given birth

•	 Are infested with mites, fleas, or ticks

Veterinary Examination Guidance

Conduct a thorough examination of dogs and cats that 
have recently traveled from NWS-affected countries. 
Investigate areas where the skin is irritated or broken, 
especially wounds, no matter how small. Consider 
treating any wounds for NWS even if the pest is not 
visible.

Pay special attention to:

•	 Skin folds around the face, eyes, and neck

•	 Mouth and ears, including internal ear canals

•	 Perianal and genital areas

•	 Nail beds and paws

•	 Abdomen and navel 

•	 Areas of excessive licking (due to allergies or other 
skin conditions)

•	 Recent surgical sites (e.g. spay/neuter, laceration 
repair)

What To Do if You Suspect NWS

In Animals

Immediately report suspected cases to:

•	 Your State Animal Health Official, and 

•	 USDA APHIS Area Veterinarian in Charge  

Refer to the Standard Operating Procedures for Possible 
Detections of New World Screwworm in Animals for 
guidance on:

•	 Identifying screwworm lesions

•	 Reporting and sample submission

•	 Quarantine and treatment protocols

•	 Premises disinfection and monitoring procedures

In People

Immediately report suspected cases to your local or state 
public health department and CDC. 
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