
Reference Number: OH220001-AC 

Issuance Date: January 14, 2022 

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

 

 

 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH INSPECTION SERVICE 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICIAL WARNING 
NOTICE OF ALLEGED VIOLATION 

CASE NUMBER: 

OH220001-AC 

ALLEGED VIOLATOR: 

CRAIG KOKAS 

ADDRESS (City, State, ZIP Code): 

PROSPECT, OH 43342 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture has evidence that on or about the date(s) listed 

below, you or your organization committed the following alleged violation(s) of Federal 

laws: 
 

Date of Alleged Violation: September 16, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 3.131(a) Sanitation. 

Cleaning of enclosures. Excreta shall be removed from primary enclosures as often as 

necessary to prevent contamination of the animals contained therein and to minimize 

disease hazards and to reduce odors. When enclosures are cleaned by hosing or 

flushing, adequate measures shall be taken to protect the animals confined in such 

enclosures from being directly sprayed with the stream of water or wetted 

involuntarily. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: November 22, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 3.132 Employees. 

A sufficient number of adequately trained employees shall be utilized to maintain the 

professionally acceptable level of husbandry practices set forth in this subpart. Such 

practices shall be under a supervisor who has a background in animal care. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: November 22, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 3.130 Watering. 

If potable water is not accessible to the animals at all times, it must be provided as 

often as necessary for the health and comfort of the animal. Frequency of watering 

shall consider age, species, condition, size, and type of the animal. All water 

receptacles shall be kept clean and sanitary. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: November 22, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 2.40(b)(2) Attending veterinarian & adequate veterinary care (dealers & 

exhibit… 

The use of appropriate methods to prevent, control, diagnose, and treat diseases and 

injuries, and the availability of emergency, weekend, and holiday care. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: December 15, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 3.127(d) Facilities, outdoor. 
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Perimeter fence. On or after May 17, 2000, all outdoor housing facilities (i.e., 

facilities not entirely indoors) must be enclosed by a perimeter fence that is of 

sufficient height to keep animals and unauthorized persons out. Fences less than 8 

feet high for potentially dangerous animals, such as, but not limited to, large felines 

(e.g., lions, tigers, leopards, cougars, etc.), bears, wolves, rhinoceros, and elephants, 

or less than 6 feet high for other animals must be approved in writing by the 

Administrator. The fence must be constructed so that it protects the animals in the 

facility by restricting animals and unauthorized persons from going through it or 

under it and having contact with the animals in the facility, and so that it can function 

as a secondary containment system for the animals in the facility. It must be of 

sufficient distance from the outside of the primary enclosure to prevent physical 

contact between animals inside the enclosure and animals or persons outside the 

perimeter fence. Such fences less than 3 feet in distance from the primary enclosure 

must be approved in writing by the Administrator. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: November 22, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 3.127(b) Facilities, outdoor. 

Shelter from inclement weather. Natural or artificial shelter appropriate to the local 

climatic conditions for the species concerned shall be provided for all animals kept 

outdoors to afford them protection and to prevent discomfort to such animals. 

Individual animals shall be acclimated before they are exposed to the extremes of the 

individual climate. 

 

Date of Alleged Violation: November 22, 2021 

9 C.F.R. § 2.4 Non-interference with APHIS officials. 

A licensee or applicant for an initial license shall not interfere with, threaten, abuse 

(including verbal abuse), or harass any APHIS official in the course of carrying out 

his or her duties. 

 
 



 

 

 
The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) published federal 

regulations to ensure the welfare of animals and help prevent the spread of animal and 

plant pests and diseases. Since violations of the regulations can have serious and 

costly impacts that are detrimental to the public interest, APHIS is providing you with 

an Official Warning for the alleged violation(s) described above. This Official 

Warning is not to be construed as a final agency action, or as an adjudicated finding of 

a violation. If APHIS obtains evidence of any future violation of these federal 

regulations, APHIS may pursue civil penalties, criminal prosecution, or other 

sanctions for this alleged violation(s) and for any future violation(s). If you have any 

questions concerning this Official Warning or alleged violation(s), please contact the 

APHIS official listed in this notice. 

APHIS OFFICIAL (Name): 

Dr. Elizabeth Goldentyer, D.V.M. 

OFFICE ADDRESS: 

4700 River Road, Unit 84 
Riverdale, MD 20737 

APHIS OFFICIAL (Title): 

Deputy Administrator, APHIS, Animal Care 
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