
U.S. Import Protocol: Equines from Mexico

screwworm.gov

Equines imported from Mexico must meet multiple animal health requirements designed to prevent the 
introduction of foreign animal diseases and pests, including New World screwworm (NWS), into the United 
States. Before release, imported equines undergo health certification, disease testing, permit review, 
multiple NWS inspections and treatments, USDA inspection, and a 7-day quarantine. Together, these 
safeguards provide a proven, science-based approach to protecting U.S. livestock and animal health while 
facilitating safe trade.

21

Scan to  
view the  

full protocol

Release Into the United 
States
Before release, equines must:
•	 Complete quarantine
•	 Pass all required inspections
•	 Meet all disease testing 

requirements
•	 Receive USDA authorization 

for release

Disease Screening and 
Health Certification 

(Before export from Mexico)

Authorized Mexican 
Veterinarian:
•	 Verifies the equine is free of 

communicable diseases and 
ectoparasites

•	 Confirms no exposure to 
equine communicable 
diseases within the last 60 
days 

•	 Verifies unique identification

Mexican Government 
Veterinarian: 
•	 Issues official export health 

certificate  

NWS Inspection and 
Treatment 
(3-5 days before export  
from Mexico)

Authorized Mexican 
Veterinarian:
•	 Inspects for NWS and 

administers systemic 
treatment approved by 
APHIS* 

•	 Issues NWS inspection and 
treatment certificate 

*Wounds identified during the initial 
export inspection must be treated and 
confirmed free of NWS before export. 

Second NWS Inspection
(Within 24 hours before 
entering import quarantine)

Mexican Government 
Veterinarian:
•	 Conducts additional NWS 

inspection
•	 Treats visible wounds with 

topical product approved by 
APHIS

•	 Issues official NWS 
inspection certificate 
addendum 

*Any wounds identified at the second 
inspection are treated and monitored 
for signs of NWS during import 
quarantine.

Entry Inspection 

(Upon entering import 
quarantine)

USDA Inspector:
•	 Reviews health documents 

and identification
•	 Verifies compliance with all 

import requirements
•	 Examines the equine 

for clinical signs of 
communicable diseases

•	 Confirms the equine is free 
of ectoparasites (including 
NWS)

•	 Treats the equine with 
topical acaricide for ticks

Quarantine at a USDA-Approved Facility 

5

(Minimum 7 days)

USDA Inspector:
•	 Provides veterinary 

oversight throughout 
quarantine

•	 Observes the equine daily 
for signs of disease

•	 Tests for dourine, glanders, 
equine infectious anemia, 
and equine piroplasmosis

•	 Conducts final NWS 
inspection* within 24 hours 
before release

* Sedation used when 
necessary to facilitate a 
thorough inspection
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If NWS Is Detected
•	 Affected equine is treated 

to resolve the infestation
•	 Affected equine and 

cohorts are held until 
determined to be free of 
NWS 

•	 Facility cannot accept 
new equines until USDA 
confirms cleaning and 
disinfestation

•	 Dirt floor facilities must 
remain empty for at least 
90 days after a confirmed 
NWS detection
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