

Annex 9
CHAPTER 10.9.

INFECTION WITH NEWCASTLE DISEASE VIRUS
[bookmark: article_nd.1.]Article 10.9.1.
General provisions
1)	For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, Newcastle disease (ND) is defined as an infection of poultry caused by Newcastle disease virus (NDV), which is an avian paramyxovirus serotype 1 (APMV-1) that meets one of the following criteria for virulence:
a)	the virus has an intracerebral pathogenicity index (ICPI) in day-old chicks (Gallus gallus) of 0.7 or greater; or
b)	multiple basic amino acids have been demonstrated in the virus (either directly or by deduction) at the C-terminus of the F2 protein and phenylalanine at residue 117, which is the N-terminus of the F1 protein. The term ‘multiple basic amino acids’ refers to at least three arginine or lysine residues between residues 113 and 116. Failure to demonstrate the characteristic pattern of amino acid residues as described above would require characterisation of the isolated virus by an ICPI test.
In this definition, amino acid residues are numbered from the N-terminus of the amino acid sequence deduced from the nucleotide sequence of the F0 gene, 113–116 corresponds to residues –4 to –1 from the cleavage site.’
2)	Poultry is defined as ‘all domesticated birds, including backyard poultry, used for the production of meat or eggs for consumption, for the production of other commercial products, for restocking supplies of game, or for breeding these categories of birds, as well as fighting cocks used for any purpose’.
Birds that are kept in captivity for any reason other than those reasons referred to in the preceding paragraph, including those that are kept for shows, races, exhibitions, competitions, or for breeding or selling these categories of birds as well as pet birds, are not considered to be poultry.
3)	For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, the incubation period for ND shall be 21 days.
43)	This chapter deals with NDV infection of poultry as defined in point 2 above in the presence or absence of clinical signs.
54)	The occurrence of infection with NDV is defined as the isolation and identification of NDV as such or the detection of viral ribonucleic acid specific for NDV.
65)	A Member Country should not impose bans on the trade in poultry commodities in response to information on the presence of any APMV-1 in birds other than poultry, including wild birds.
76)	Standards for diagnostic tests, including pathogenicity testing, are described in the Terrestrial Manual. When the use of ND vaccines is appropriate, those vaccines should comply with the standards described in the Terrestrial Manual.
[…]
___________________________




WOAH Terrestrial Animal Health Standards Commission/September 2022
1
