
Annex 22
CHAPTER 4.7.

HEALTH REQUIREMENTS FOR DONOR AND TEASER ANIMALS IN SEMEN COLLECTION CENTRES 
[bookmark: article_coll_semen.1.]Article 4.7.1.
General considerations
The objective of this chapter is to provide general animal health recommendations to minimise the risk of donor and teaser animals introducing or spreading listed diseases within a semen collection centre or transmitting listed diseases through semen. 
The recommendations in this chapter apply to bovine, ovine, caprine, porcine, equine and cervid donor and teaser animals, before entry into and during their stay in a semen collection centre. 
[bookmark: _Hlk168412268]Chapter 4.6. provides recommendations for the collection, processing and storage of semen, as well as for biosecurity and conditions for managing and housing animals in a semen collection centre. The recommendations in this chapter should be applied in conjunction with those in Chapter 4.6. Similarly, sanitary measures for disease prevention and control should be applied to donor and teaser animals throughout the entire process from entry into the pre-isolation facility, to the dispatch of semen from the semen collection centre. The recommendations in this chapter help ensure that the risk of transmission of listed diseases through the trade of semen collected at the semen collection centre is negligible. This can be achieved by ensuring that the subpopulation of the semen collection centre maintains a free animal health status, or if not free from listed disease(s) that may be transmitted through semen, by applying the relevant recommendations in the disease-specific chapters. 
In addition to the responsibilities described in Article 4.6.2., the supervising veterinarian should ensure that the health of donor and teaser animals is monitored, that applicable surveillance, prevention and control measures under this chapter are implemented, and that documentation, including records of procedures, treatments and testing, and staff training, is kept up-to-date and accessible. 
Relevant animal health information on the origin of donor and teaser animals should be available to support the assessment of the risk to the semen collection centre. To ensure the safe entry of donor and teaser animals into the semen collection centre, the recommendations for trade described in the disease-specific chapters should be applied, taking into account the animal health status of the country, zone or compartment of origin.
When laboratory testing is undertaken, it should be carried out in accordance with the relevant provisions in the Terrestrial Manual. 
Standards for diagnosis and vaccines, as well as information on the epidemiology of listed diseases, are described in the Terrestrial Manual.
[bookmark: article_coll_semen.2.]Article 4.7.2.
Health requirements for entry of animals to the semen collection centre 
Any animal entering the semen collection centre should comply with the health requirements and risk mitigation measures for listed diseases in accordance with the respective disease-specific chapters, taking into account the animal health status of the country, zone or compartment of origin, with the aim of preserving the animal health status in the semen collection centre. 
Even when semen is considered as a safe commodity for some listed diseases, the health requirements and sanitary measures regarding such diseases for animals entering the semen collection centre should be applied to prevent the introduction or spread of the respective pathogenic agents among the other resident animals in the semen collection centre.
Article 4.7.3.
Surveillance 
Surveillance, monitoring, and an early warning system in accordance with Chapter 1.4 and the respective disease-specific chapters of the Terrestrial Code and Terrestrial Manual should be implemented and aimed at the early detection of listed diseases or changes in the health status of the subpopulation within the semen collection centre. 
The surveillance programme applied at the semen collection centre should be risk-based. It may include periodic sampling and laboratory diagnostic testing for relevant listed diseases in accordance with the requirements of the Veterinary Authority, in order to substantiate and maintain the animal health status in the semen collection centre.
The supervising veterinarian should communicate directly with the Veterinary Authority in the event of detection of a case of any listed disease or a serious adverse hygiene event. In this situation, the appropriate sanitary measures should be applied, aiming to control the listed disease and prevent its spread within the semen collection centre. In addition, trading partners should be informed and certification for trade in semen should comply with the relevant conditions of the disease-specific chapters. 
Article 4.7.4.
Verification of compliance
In addition to the auditing recommendations in Chapter 4.6., the Veterinary Authority should periodically verify compliance with the surveillance and animal health requirements of this chapter, including those used to substantiate the animal health status of the subpopulation of the semen collection centre.
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