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Annex 11
CHAPTER 8.1.
INFECTION WITH BACILLUS ANTHRACIS (ANTHRAX)
[bookmark: article_anthrax.1.]Article 8.1.1.
General provisions
This chapter is intended to manage the human and animal health and public health risks associated with the presence of Bacillus anthracis (B. anthracis) in commodities and the environment.
There is no evidence that anthrax is transmitted by animals before the onset of clinical and or pathological signs. Early detection of outbreaks, quarantine of affected premises, destruction of diseased animals and fomites, and implementation of appropriate sanitary procedures at slaughterhouses/abattoirs and dairy factories will ensures the safety of products of animal origin intended for human consumption.
For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, anthrax is defined as an infection of bovids, camelids, equids and suids (hereafter ‘animal hosts’) with B. anthracis. 
The following defines the occurrence of infection with B. anthracis:
1) B. anthracis has been isolated and identified as such in a sample from an animal host; or
2) antigen or nucleic acid specific to B. anthracis has been detected in a sample from an animal host showing clinical signs or pathological lesions consistent with infection with B. anthracis, or epidemiologically linked to a confirmed or suspected case of infection with B. anthracis or to a human infected with B. anthracis, or giving cause for suspicion of previous association or contact with B. anthracis including being within an area of known historical anthrax contamination.
For the purposes of the Terrestrial Code, the incubation period for anthrax shall be 20 days.
Anthrax should be notifiable in the whole country.
When authorising import or transit of commodities covered in the this chapter, with the exception ofexcept for those listed in Article 8.1.2., Veterinary Authorities should require the conditions prescribed in this chapter.
Standards for diagnosis diagnostic tests and vaccines, as well as information on the epidemiology, are described in the Terrestrial Manual.
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