
Turkey – Pet Food - UPDATE 
 
APHIS was notified the Government of Turkey has removed BSE related import certification 
requirements for exports of U.S. origin pet food.   
 
Since this time FAS Post and APHIS Vienna have received verbal confirmation that export of 
U.S. origin pet food to the Republic of Turkey will be permitted entry when accompanied with a 
VS Form 16-4 that includes the following attestations: 
 

This office has on file a notarized affidavit from [name of manufacturer] verifying the 
accuracy of the statements below: 

 
EITHER: 

1. Pet food that is not hermetically sealed was analyzed by a random sampling of at 
least five samples from each lot with the following standards: 
a. Salmonella: absence in 25g: n = 5, c = 0, m = 0, M = 0, 
b. Enterobacteriaceae: n = 5, c = 2, m = 10, M = 300 in 1 gram; 

Where: 
n = number of samples to be tested, 
m = threshold value for the number of bacteria; the result is considered 
satisfactory if the number of bacteria in all samples does not exceed m, 
M = maximum value for the number of bacteria; the result is considered 
unsatisfactory if the number of bacteria in one or more samples is M or 
more, and 
c = number of samples the bacterial count of which may be between m and 
M, the sample still being considered acceptable if the bacterial count of the 
other samples is m or less. 

OR 
1. Canned pet food has been subjected to a heat treatment to a minimum Fc value 

of 3; 
 
AND, EITHER 

2. The pet food does not contain any ingredients derived from poultry. 
OR 

2. All poultry origin ingredients in the pet food have been heated to a minimum 
of 70°C for a minimum of 3.5 seconds during the production process. 

 
Please note, eligible products include: 
1. Pet food containing no ruminant origin ingredients. 
2. Pet food containing ruminant origin ingredients from countries recognized by Turkey as 

being free of BSE 
3. Pet food containing any poultry origin ingredients (including eggs) must include certification 

statement regarding heat processing of the pet food or poultry origin ingredients described 
above.  



 
Despite our efforts we have been unable to get obtain confirmation in writing from the 
Government of Turkey, therefore, please recommend all U.S. exporters of pet food to the 
Republic of Turkey confirm their products will be permitted entry into the country prior to 
shipping.  
 
I would encourage exporters of pet food to obtain a copy of a valid import permit, issued by the 
appropriate Turkish Ministry, to confirm the import conditions and authorization for entry in the 
Republic of Turkey.  
 
In accordance with NCIE policy: 
1. Any certificate that indicates a product has been tested or is “free” of something may not be 

endorsed until the test results have been verified. Lot-specific laboratory reports must be 
provided by the exporter to the Endorsing Official. These laboratory reports are retained on 
file and do not become part of the certificate  

 
 


