Guidance for Inspection & Endorsement of
Model Official Certification of Plants
Producing Pet Foods Intended for Export to Israel
Annex 1B

The government of Israel requires this form for all U.S. pet food manufacturers exporting pet
food to Israel.

Endorsement of this certificate by APHIS Veterinary Services (VS) is done on the basis of
inspection of the manufacturing facility to verify the facility is in compliance with the
declarations being attested to by APHIS VS. Annual reinspection is necessary for APHIS VS to
continue endorsing certificates for the applicable pet food manufacturer.

Inspection by APHIS VS for the conditions of this export certificate should coincide with
inspection for the conditions of:
1. Annex 2B - Model of a Veterinary Certificate to Accompany Pet Foods Containing
Ingredients of Animal Origin to Israel
2. USDA - Certificate of Ruminant Ingredient Utilization

While it is APHIS understanding that the government of Israel requires annual submission of this
form, exporters should have their importers verify the required frequency of submission.

Statement #3 on the above form asks for a list of the source species of all the low risk materials
processed on the premises of the pet food manufacturing facility. Please note the following
restrictions and requirements for this certification:

1) With the exception of commodities identified by the World Organization for Animal Health
(OIE) as essentially BSE risk-free (e.g., milk products), bovine ingredients sourced from the
United States (or any country considered affected with BSE by the government of Israel) are
prohibited. Due to scrapie, ovine ingredients sourced from the United States are also
prohibited. U.S. origin venison meat and parts are permitted as ingredients in pet foods being
exported to Israel. No prohibited materials will be considered low risk.

2) The government of Israel considers raw materials to be “low risk” if they do NOT present
any risk of spreading communicable diseases to animals or humans. To be considered low
risk, the materials must NOT be obtained from stillborn or unborn animals or animals not
presented for slaughter (at FSIS or State-inspected facilities) that a) died as a result of
disease; or 2) were Killed or euthanized in the context of disease control or eradication
efforts. Also excluded from inclusion as “low risk” are parts or materials condemned in the
slaughter process due to residues or prohibited substances or disease conditions
communicable to animals or humans.

3) Low risk materials can include parts of slaughtered animals that passed post mortem (PM)
inspection (or poultry heads, feet, or intestines that did not pass PM inspection). This
includes parts of slaughtered animals which are condemned for or not used for human
consumption but are not affected with conditions transmissible to human and animals and
which are derived from carcasses that passed PM inspection. Also considered “low risk” are
hides from animals that passed ante mortem (AM) inspection; blood from animals that have
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4)

5)

passed AM inspection; animal byproducts derived from the production of products for human
consumption; milk or dairy products; fresh caught fish; fishmeal; eggs and egg byproducts;
and rendered meals produced from slaughtered animals.

The government of Israel considers bovine and ovine ingredients (including lamb meal)
legally imported from Australia and/or New Zealand to be “low risk.”

Upon request, pet food manufacturers must be able to provide enough information to enable
APHIS VS to determine if the raw materials used in the production of pet foods for Israel
qualify as low risk.

Statement #4 requests information about raw materials of mammalian origin (excluding milk
products) used for the production of pet food for export to Israel. Please note the following
restrictions and requirements for this certification:

1)
2)

3)

Local (U.S.) origin mammalian ingredients must exclude ovine and bovine ingredients (with
the exception of those commodities identified by the OIE as being essentially BSE risk free).
Bovine and ovine ingredients (including lamb meal) legally imported from Australia and/or
New Zealand are permitted.

With the exception of those sourced from Australia and New Zealand, imported mammalian
rendered meals must be sourced from plants approved by the Israeli Veterinary Service.

Statement #5 requires verification that the pet food manufacturer routinely performs
microbiological testing on finished products to assess freedom from pathogenic microorganisms,
including Salmonella. Please note the following requirements for this certification.

1)

2)

3)

The government of Israel has clarified that U.S. pet food manufacturers (dry, semi-moist

products) must, at a minimum, perform microbiological testing for Salmonella and

Enterobacteriaceae on finished pet food products intended for export to Israel.

Salmonella testing parameters: absence in 25 gram: n=5;¢c=0; m=0; and M =0.

Enterobacteriaceae testing parameters: n=5; ¢ =2; m=10; M =300 in 1 gram

Explanations of n, m, M, and c:

a) n =the number of samples to be tested (i.e., five (5) 25 gram samples for Salmonella; five
(5) 1 gram samples for Enterobacteriaceae).

b) m = the threshold for number of bacteria: the result is considered satisfactory if the
number of bacteria in each sample does not exceed m.

c) M = represents the number of bacteria at which test results will be unsatisfactory. If the
number of bacteria in any sample is M or greater, the results are unsatisfactory.

d) c =the number of samples that can have bacterial counts greater than m, but less than M
and the overall results still be considered satisfactory.
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ANNEX 1B

SR NN
STATE OF ISRAEL
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
VETERINARY SERVICES AND ANIMAL HEALTH

Model Official Certification of plants
producing pet foods intended for export to Israel

The official veterinary authority of

(Country)
hereby certifies that:

1. The processing plant

(Name, address and official registration number)
is certified by the Veterinary Services of this country as a producer of pet foods for local
use as well as for export to Israel.

2. The processing plant produces pet foods under the direct supervision of an officially
accredited veterinarian.

3. The said plant processes on its premises low risk material of the following species:

4. Raw materials of mammalian origin (excluding milk products) utilized for the production of
pet food to be exported to Israel:

a) are all of local (producer only) or Australia / New Zealand origin or "

b) not all raw materials are of such origin: - meals are imported also from
1. 2. 3.

These rendering plants of origin are to be approved by the Israeli Veterinary Services for
import to Israel, in line with Annex 1(Pet) - which should be attached signed and stamped
by the competent authority.

5. The end products are regularly checked bacteriologically for freedom from pathogenic
organisms, including Salmonella spp., and are kept and packed in a way that prevents

recontamination.
Date
Name and title of the signatory
Place Signature

Official seal
() Delete as appropriate
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