
Animal Health Certification Requirements For lmport of Ornamental Fish Into
Malaysia

l .  Scope
1.1 Ornamental fish refers to the ornamental vadeties of marine, brackish water or fresn ware.
fish, crustacea, aquatic mollusca, turtles, marine sponges, trepang and any other form of
aquatic life including its young and eggs thereof. lt excludes fish and fish products which are
intended for human consumption.

1.2 Fisheries Biosecurity Division under the Department of Fisheries Malaysia is enacting the
"Requirements for lmport of Ornamental Fish into lvlalaysia' according to the Section 40(2) on
Control of Live Fish, Fisheries Act 1985 (Act 317) which statethat;

The Dircctor-General may impose such condition as he thinks fit in the pemit, including
conditions conceming the state of cleanlin$s of the fish to be expotled, impofted or
trarcpofted and measurcs to avoid the svead of communicable fish diseases, or to avoict or
control the release into the natural environment of non-indigenous species of fish.

1.3 Health certificates are required for every shipment of ornamental fish imporled into
l\,lalaysia which are eithef susceptlbler or can act as vector to the following disease(s):

No. Disease Susceptible
specEs

Species which shall
be regarded as
vectors

Spring viraemia of carp (SVC) As lisled in OIE
AqualicAnimal
Health Code

Koi herpesvirus disease (KHV) As listed in OIE
Aq!atic Animal
Healih Code

t . Epizootic ulcerative syndrome
(EUS)

As listed in OIE
Aquatic Animal
Health Code

Epizootic haematopoietic
necrosis (EHN)

As listed in OIE
Aquatic Animal
Health Code

Goldfish (Carassius
auratus), koi carp
(Cypinus caeio)

Furunculosis (Aeromoras
Salnonicida)

Goldfish (Carassius
auraus)

Goldfish haematopojetic
necrosis virus (GFHNV)

Goldfish (Carassrrs
auratus)

vii. White spot disease WSD)
(White Spot Syndrome virus
WSSV)

As listed in OIE
AquaticAnimal
Heallh Code

A susceptibl€ species is a species of aquatic animal in which inlection has been demonstrated by natural
c€uses or by expeimental exposures to the disease agent lhat mimics lhe nalural pathways for infeclion as
delined bv OlE.



1.4 lrrespective of paragraph 1.3, health cerlificates are required for every shipment of marine
ornamental fish imported into l\4alaysia.

2. Documentation
The importation shall be accompanied by an original copy of health certificate issued by the
competent authority (CA) of the exporting country in English, and providing information on the
following:

2.1 Consionment details
i. Name and address ofthe aquaculture establishment of origin or location of harvesr
ai. Date ofthe shipment
iii. Name otthe exporting country
iv. Name and address ofthe exDorter
v. Name ofthe competent authority ofthe exporting country
vi. Country of destination
vii. Name and address of the importer

2.2 ldentification of the animals
i. Species: Scientific name and common name
ii. Quantity (in pieces)
iii. Total number of packages

2.3 Health Information

2.3.'l Health attestation that the fish in the consignment arc free from the diseases listed
under paragraph 1.2 as follows:

2.3 1.'l The fish originate from a counlry or a zone or an area or an aquaculture establishment
that has been subjecl to an official fish health surveillanc€ system equivalent to the rdevant
OIE standard and is ofiicially recognized (by the CA of the country) as being free from Spring

-vl3g^Tia_ol 
calp (SVC)., Koi herpesvirus disease (KH\4., Ep;ootic ut;rative synorome

(EUS)., Epizootic haematopoietic necrosis (EHN). and White sp6t disease (WSDF.

2.3.1.2,Fot Furunculosis (Aercmonas Salmonicida)* and Goldfish haemalopoietic necrosis
virus (GFHNV)', there is absence of clinical signs suggestive of infection.

2.3.1.3 The fish have been examined wilhin seven days before loading and found to be
healthy and free from any clinical signs ot disease

2.3.1.4 The fish have not been kept in water in common wilh koi carpror farmed foodfish (fish
farmed lor human consumption including recreational fishing).

' Keep as appropriate for the susceptible species

2.3.2 Additional health requirements for consignment(s) containing marine ornamentalfish:

2 3.2.1 The fish arc not sourced from a population associated with any significant inlectious
disease or pests and there have nol been any unusual or substantial ;utb;eaks of infectious
fisi disease or pests in the areas from which the lish have been collected during the 6 months
Drior to collection.

'Except in the case of export of koicarp.



2.3.2.2 The fish were collected from an area at least 5 kilometres from any foodfish
aquaculture operation and the tish in the consignment have not come into contact with water,
equipmenl or fish associated with tarmed foodfish (fish farmed for human consumption
including recreational flshing).

2.3.2.3 fhe lish are wild caught and have not been bred or hatched on a farm or other
Dremises.

2.3.3 The atorementioned health certificate may be drawn up taking reterence lrom the model
certificate ofthe Aquatic Animal Health Code ot the OIE and shall include the following:

i. The cerlificate referenc€ number on every page
ii. Name, address, official position, date, signature and officialstamp ofthe CA

3. Labeling of conslgnments
3.'l The consignment is identified by a legible label on the exterior of every packing bag or
container wilh the following information:

3.1.1 Name of establishment of origin or harvest

3.1.2 Name of importer


