
Printed documents are uncontrolled. Page 1 of 2 Approved by 

Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
Animal Care 

Document Control: 
N/A 

Version No.: 
January 1, 2023 

 Required Procedures for Facility Inspections During the COVID-19 
Pandemic 

Effective Date: 
January 1, 2023 

• PURPOSE
This document establishes required procedures for protection of employee, customer, and animal health while
performing animal facility inspections during the COVID-19 pandemic. These procedures are applicable to all
AC employees who enter animal facilities, carriers and exhibitors (all field activities henceforth referred to as
“inspections”). They are meant for temporary use while the COVID-19 situation is still critical; they are
subject to change as conditions change. Notifications will be provided as changes occur. APHIS considers the
conduct of mission critical activities, including inspections, in all counties to be appropriate, provided that
inspectors use PPE as required in this document, the AC Inspection Guide, the AC Safety and Health
Handbook, and requirements of State/local jurisdictions.

• INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS

• Regardless of vaccination status, masks are required to be worn indoors in public by all employees at all
worksites (including private property entered for the purpose of inspection) located in counties with high
levels of community transmission according to the CDC map. This is subject to change based on CDC
recommendations. Masks are always permitted to be worn if desired.

• Additionally, follow CDC recommendations, state/local guidance, and/or individual facility requirements
for protective measures when inspecting at public or private facilities. Adhere to individual facility
procedures when inspecting animals susceptible to COVID-191.

• Follow current CDC guidelines for COVID isolation requirements and testing procedures before deciding
to inspect.

• Follow any additional requirements provided by the Safer Federal Workforce, USDA, or Agency policies.

• CHOOSING NOT TO CONDUCT OR TO ABORT AN INSPECTION

• If the facility representative informs you they are positive for COVID, you may choose to not conduct an
inspection. Inform your supervisor and log as a task in eFile in the Activity Box on the Accounts Page,
“COVID – UNABLE TO INSPECT.” Follow CDC guidance to follow up with the facility in an
appropriate amount of time and then proceed with attempting another inspection.

o If you feel the initial inspection should proceed speak with your supervisor before conducting the
inspection. Wearing an N95 (must have current respiratory clearance and fit test) and socially
distancing will be required if the inspection proceeds.

• If you abort an inspection after it has started for any reason, complete a Focused Inspection report for the
areas you were able to inspect.

• Document the areas included in a focused inspection:
o Research facility: on the Research Facility Protocol Selection Worksheet
o Non-research facility: email your supervisor, “Due to COVID-19 concerns, a focused inspection

was conducted on the following areas: (list areas inspected).”

1 Updated information regarding animals and COVID-19 can be found here. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_welfare/downloads/Animal-Care-Inspection-Guide.pdf
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/aphis-ac/em/sh/shc/Shared%20Documents/Field%20Safety%20%26%20Health%20Resources/AC%20SH%20Handbook.pdf?csf=1&web=1&e=5GLL4F
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APPENDIX: LIBRARY OF LINKS 

AC Safety & Health Handbook 

Safer Federal Workplace Task Force 

USDA APHIS Coronavirus Updates 

CDC Community Levels Map 

CDC COVID-19 Guidance Library 

CDC Face Covering Recommendations 

CDC COVID-19 in Animals 

CDC Testing & Quarantine 

CDC Quarantine and Isolation  

https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/aphis-ac/em/sh/shc/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2Faphis%2Dac%2Fem%2Fsh%2Fshc%2FShared%20Documents%2FField%20Safety%20%26%20Health%20Resources%2FAC%20SH%20Handbook%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2Faphis%2Dac%2Fem%2Fsh%2Fshc%2FShared%20Documents%2FField%20Safety%20%26%20Health%20Resources
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.saferfederalworkforce.gov%2Ffaq%2Fquarantine-and-isolation%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cec38626d4af64170593408da02e0e297%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C0%7C0%7C637825462153161946%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=A8vp3VEK6QqPWg%2BYAmGhKJcE5kMw8DfF51n3w9PsCLc%3D&reserved=0
https://my.aphis.usda.gov/myportal/myaphis/office-administrator/office-of-the-administrator/covid19
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/guidance.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/diagnostic-testing.html#who-should-get-tested
https://usdagcc.sharepoint.com/sites/aphis-mrp-emss/SVCS/SHEPHome/Safety/Lists/CertifiedFitTesters/AllItems.aspx
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/quarantine-isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/animals.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-health/isolation.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fyour-health%2Fquarantine-isolation.html

	1. PURPOSE
	3.    ADDITIONAL INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS
	Employee Requirements:
	 Apparently healthy and pass self-screening questions in section 4 below
	 Medically cleared, fit tested, and equipped with proper model to wear N95 when it is required Supervisor Requirements:
	 Work with employees to complete reasonable accommodation process if pandemic conditions cause concern
	 Allow for multiple vehicles (GOV or rental) to be driven to inspections with multiple inspectors if requested for safety
	 Not impact an inspector’s performance rating should they request to only do one inspection per day due to safety concerns from Covid
	Facility Considerations:
	 Inspection priorities are subject to change (HIF/PL/RL/complaint/research); work with your supervisor to address the highest priority inspections at the time
	 General environment (indoor vs. outdoor, highly populated, etc.) given CDC recommendations



