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USDA Announces Sweeping Plans to
Protect the United States from New
World Screwworm
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Austin, TX, August 15, 2025—U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Brooke L. Rollins
today at the Texas State Capitol alongside Governor Greg Abbott and stakeholders
from across the country announced the largest initiative yet in the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s (USDA) plan to combat the New World Screwworm (NWS). This
announcement builds upon USDA's five-pronged plan issued in June to combat the
northward spread of NWS from Mexico into the United States.

NWS is a devastating pest. When NWS fly larvae (maggots) burrow into the flesh of a
living animal, they cause serious, often deadly damage to the animal. NWS can
infest livestock, pets, wildlife, occasionally birds, and in rare cases, people. It is not
only a threat to our ranching community—but it is a threat to our food supply and
our national security.

While USDA is coordinating efforts to combat NWS, it will require continued
collaboration between Federal agencies, State governments, and the private sector.
That is why USDA is working alongside the U.S. Food and Drug Administration to
encourage animal drug development and prioritize approvals for prevention and
treatment of the pest, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S.
Department of Energy on new innovations to enhance our ability to combat the pest
with technologies, and the U.S. Customs and Border Protection to protect the United
States border. The United States government will also work alongside Governors,
State Agriculture Commissioners, State veterinarians, and others to combat this
pest.
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