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Wildlife Services uses a wide variety of methods to help resolve conflicts between
humans and wildlife and to conduct other activities such as wildlife surveys and
disease monitoring.  

We conduct wildlife damage management (WDM) activities to:

protect human health and safety, such as on airports and in urban areas;
manage invasive species, such as feral swine, European starlings, and brown
treesnakes;
protect agricultural and natural resources, such as livestock, crops, and
threatened and endangered species;
protect property; and
monitor wildlife diseases that impact people, domestic pets, livestock, and
wildlife.

In support of WDM activities, we prepared risk assessments on many of the methods
APHIS uses. The risk assessments analyze the impacts of these WDM methods on
people and the environment. To ensure the scientific rigor of the risk assessments,
non-Federal professionals, with knowledge of the methods and risks associated with
their use, have conducted or will be conducting peer reviews of the assessments.
The peer reviewers were selected by the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies,

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/


the organization of State, provincial, and Territorial fish and wildlife agencies in
North America entrusted with primary stewardship over vital wildlife resources.

Wildlife Services Methods Risk Assessments
The Methods Risk Assessments identify the risks associated with methods Wildlife
Services frequently uses to manage damage caused by wildlife.

Peer Reviewed Chapters
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3 - Cable Devices
4 - Foothold Traps
5 - Aircraft
6 – Firearms
7 - Sodium Cyanide
8 – Carbon Monoxide
9 – Aluminum Phosphide
10 – Zinc Phosphide
11 – GonaCon
12 – Lead
13 – Nets
14 – Quick-kill Traps
15 – Dog Use
16 – Egg Addling
17 – DRC-1339
18 - Hand Capture
19 - Strychnine
20 - Sodium Fluoroacetate
21 - Explosives
22 - Exclusion
23 - Carcass Disposal
24 - Registered Chemical Repellents
25 - 4-Aminopyridine (Avitrol)
26 - Chlorophacinone
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27 - Immobilization and Euthanasia
28 - Nonchemical Deterrents
29 - Minimum Risk Pesticides
30 - Diphacinone
31 - Brodifacoum
32-Bromethalin
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Chapters Undergoing Peer Review Process (Not Finalized)

33 - Lasers
34 - Alpha-Chloralose

Contact Us
If you have questions, contact the Wildlife Services Operational Support Staff at 301-
851-4009.
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