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Importing Pet Birds into the United
States: Federal Quarantine
Last Modified: 

If you choose to bring your pet bird to United States from a foreign country that is
affected with highly pathogenic avian influenza (HPAI), your bird will require a 30-
day quarantine at a facility associated with a USDA Animal Import Center. The
process begins with arranging to have your pet bird transferred to the quarantine
facility from the airport associated with that quarantine facility. 

Please contact the appropriate USDA Animal Import Center prior to your
arrival in the United States to make all arrangements. 

USDA Animal Import Centers

There are currently two USDA Animal Import Centers:     

Miami Animal Import Center

Phone: 305-876-2200

Fax:  305-876-2201

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
tel:305-876-2200
tel:305-876-2201


Mailing Address

USDA-APHIS-VS

6300 NW 36 Street

Miami, FL 33122

Port of Entry: Miami International Airport

New York Animal Import Center (NYAIC)

Phone: 718-553-3570

Fax:  718-553-3572

Mailing Address

USDA-APHIS-VS

230-59 Rockaway Blvd., Suite 100, Room 101

Jamaica, NY 11413

Port of Entry: JFK International Airport

About Federal Quarantine
The 30-day quarantine period officially begins when your pet bird arrives at the
quarantine facility.

Upon arrival, quarantine center staff will examine your pet bird. During this exam,
your pet bird will be weighed and identifying information, such as the band number
or microchip information, is documented. Cloacal swabs will also be taken and sent
to the USDA laboratory to test for HPAI and Newcastle disease (NDV). 

tel:718-553-3570
tel:718-553-3572


Your pet bird will then be placed into temperature controlled housing (an isolette) at
the quarantine facility. Birds will be housed individually, unless an owner that has
multiple birds in a single shipment requests that they be placed together in a single
isolette. The request to house multiple birds together is typically granted, as long as
a large enough isolette is available. Note: If aggression is noted between birds
housed together, they will be separated for safety reasons. The size of the isolette
and the perching provided will be customized to the type and number of birds being
housed.  Within the isolette there will be food, water, and perches for climbing and
environmental enrichment. Owners may provide toys to be placed in your pet bird’s
isolette during the quarantine, provided the toy can be easily cleaned and
disinfected.

During your pet bird’s stay in quarantine, animal caretakers will feed, clean, and
interact with your pet bird daily. Additionally, the quarantine facility’s staff
veterinarians will monitor your pet bird during its entire 30-day stay in
quarantine. Should health concerns arise, veterinary personnel will contact you to
discuss your options.

If your pet has special dietary needs, you may be able to provide food for your bird
(at your own cost). You need to address any dietary or medical needs your pet bird
has with the quarantine facility prior to your bird’s arrival in the United States, as not
all needs can be accommodated.

Your pet bird will have a second cloacal swab sample taken 7–14 days after entering
quarantine to again test for HPAI and NDV. After the 30-day quarantine is finished,
and provided that negative test results were received from the laboratory for the
cloacal swab samples, your pet bird will be weighed a second time prior to release.

Before the scheduled date your pet bird will be released from quarantine, you must
make arrangements to either pick up your bird and its belongings from the
quarantine facility or have your bird and belongings transported from the quarantine
facility to their final destination.

Quarantine release procedures include disinfection and packing of any items that
were sent with your pet bird to the quarantine facility. Any items that cannot be
disinfected or food which did not originate from the United States will be disposed of
at the quarantine facility.
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