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APHIS Modifies the Conditions for the
Interstate Movement of Citrus Fruit
from Areas Quarantined for Sweet
Orange Scab
Print

FOR INFORMATION AND ACTION
DA-2022-18
              June 6, 2022 

To:  State and Territory Agricultural Regulatory Officials 

Effective immediately, the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) is
modifying the conditions under which citrus fruit may be moved interstate from
areas quarantined for sweet orange scab (SOS) when destined for processing or
packing in a commercial citrus-producing state without a state-wide SOS
quarantine. 

In 2010, APHIS published Federal Order DA-2010-62 that established conditions for
the movement of regulated articles from SOS quarantine areas. Under a limited
permit, it allowed the movement of citrus fruit that is practically free of leaves,
stems, or other regulated plant material from SOS quarantine areas for processing
or packing in a commercial citrus-producing state without a state-wide SOS
quarantine. These conditions are included in Federal Order DA-2021-35, which

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/3004


superseded DA-2010-62. 

This modification allows for the interstate movement of citrus fruit with attached
stems and leaves from SOS quarantined areas for processing or packing in a
commercial citrus-producing state without a state-wide SOS quarantine. All other
conditions for the movement of regulated articles from SOS quarantine areas are the
same, including the requirement for producers/growers/packers to operate under a
compliance agreement. Spread of the fungal plant pathogen Elsinoë australis, the
causal agent of SOS, is mitigated because vehicles transporting pallet boxes, field
boxes, field bins, etc., must have the cargo area covered with a tarpaulin or
otherwise covered in a manner that does not allow any openings greater than one-
half inch. 

APHIS is taking this action to prevent the spread of SOS to non-infested areas of the
United States, while facilitating safe trade. This modification provides relief to citrus
growers in SOS-regulated areas who are moving citrus fruit for processing or packing
in a commercial citrus-producing state without a state-wide SOS quarantine. This
Federal Order supersedes DA-2021-35, but does not supersede DA-2022-06, which
describes the conditions for the movement of fruit from SOS and citrus canker
quarantine areas. 

The attached Federal Order outlines the requirement for the interstate movement of
regulated articles from SOS quarantine areas and includes the amendments
described. 

The following website contains the attached Federal Order:

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant-health/sweet-orange-scab 

For additional information regarding the SOS program, please contact Shailaja
Rabindran, Director of Specialty Crops and Cotton Pests at (301) 851-2167.  

/s/

Dr. Mark L Davidson
Deputy Administrator
Plant Protection and Quarantine 

Attachment: Federal Order

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/planthealth/plant-pest-and-disease-programs/pests-and-diseases/citrus/sweet-orange-scab
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/citrus/citrus-downloads/spro/da-2022-18.pdf


USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the
Biden-Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a
greater focus on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for
all producers, ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all
communities, building new markets and streams of income for farmers and
producers using climate smart food and forestry practices, making historic
investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America, and
committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and
building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit
www.usda.gov.
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