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Animal Product Imports
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If you are importing animal products, byproducts, or products exposed to animal-sourced materials into the
United States, there are import and permit requirements you need to follow.

APHIS Veterinary Services (VS) regulates the importation of animals and animal-derived materials to ensure
they do not introduce foreign animal diseases into the United States. View APHIS-recognized animal health
statuses of foreign regions for specific animal diseases, pests, or acceptable commodities.

If you're importing animal products for human consumption, you must comply with requirements from USDA's
Food Safety and Inspection Service. These are in addition to V'S import requirements described below.

VS Import Requirements

Generaly, you need aV'S permit for materials derived from animals or exposed to animal-source materials.

Veterinary Services Permitting Assistant

Veterinary Services Permitting Assistant

The VS Permitting Assistant has the most updated and compr ehensive infor mation about which products
do or donot requirea VSimport permit.

For exported products returning to the United States, |earn about the reentry process by using the V'S Permitting
Assistant aswell. Be sureto follow all steps and instructions.

New to eFile or the VS Permitting Assistant? Visit APHIS eFile Permitting Resources and Training.

The U.S. Department of Homeland Security’ s Customs and Border Protection will review all imported animal
products at the port of entry, including those that do not require an import permit.

Note: VS charges user fees for most import and export work, including permitting. For details, visit VS Import
and Export User Fees.



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regionalization-evaluation-services/region-health-status
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/regionalization-evaluation-services/region-health-status
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export
https://www.fsis.usda.gov/inspection/import-export
https://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/vs-permitting-assistant?_gl=1*cwshqb*_ga*MjEwNTMxNzU3Mi4xNjg0MTU1Nzg0*_ga_NRK0CEY9GC*MTY5MDkyMDc5NS4yMDIuMS4xNjkwOTI1MTU2LjAuMC4w
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/efile/training
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/no-permit-required
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/user-fees/vs-import-export
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/user-fees/vs-import-export

| Want To...

Apply for an import permit

Use APHIS eFile to submit and track your permit applications, apply for renewals and amendments, and receive
acopy of the permit.

L earn about permitting for organisms and vectors

APHIS regulates the import and interstate transport of organisms and vectors of pathogenic diseases of livestock
and poultry.

Submit an import declaration

L earn how and when to file APHIS-required import data in the Automated Commercial Environment (ACE).

Bring animal or animal-derived products into the United States in passenger baggage

Visit our page on traveling with food or agricultural products.

Find or become an approved establishment for processing animal trophies, hides, or feathers

L earn what items need special processing at an approved establishment, find an approved establishment, and
learn how to become an approved establishment.

Find an APHIS-approved establishment for the import of meat and casings

See our list of approved foreign entities.

Apply for an Animal Health Per mit by Email

| mport Guidance Documents

APHIS Regulations for Importing Shell Eggs (94.19 KB)

L atest Updates

Need Help?

General Inquiries


https://efile.aphis.usda.gov/s/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/organisms-vectors
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/ace
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/traveling-with-ag-products/meats-poultry-seafood
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/approved-establishment
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/approved-plants
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-product-import/animal-health-permits
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/importer_letter_shell_eggs.pdf

Contact APHIS Animal Product Import and Export team for general questions about animal product imports,
such as permit applications and import requirements. For import shipments, please submit admissibility
documents to U.S. Customs and Border Protection.

For general requests, such as permit applications and import requirements:

Animal Product Import and Export Team

Email: apie@usda.gov

Phone: 301-851-3300

Note:

Email is preferred.

Refused or On-Hold Shipments

Contact the Agriculture Quarantine Inspection (AQI) veterinary medical officer (VMO) for help with shipments
of APHIS-regulated animal products that are refused or held at the U.S. port for noncompliance. Use the
dropdown menu to find contact information for your nearest AQI VMO.

- Select a State - v

Loading...
Animal Product Imports Contacts

Print


mailto:apie@usda.gov
tel:301-851-3300
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact-us/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/2422

