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Golden nematode (Globodera rostochiensis; GN) is a soil-dwelling roundworm that
feeds on the roots of potatoes. When a mated female dies, her body hardens and
becomes a cyst that contains 300 to 500 viable eggs. These cysts can remain
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dormant and viable for 30 years.

The United States positively identified golden nematode in 1941 in the State of New
York. The scientific community speculates that it was likely introduced when
contaminated military vehicles returned from Europe. Golden nematode is native to
the Andes Mountains of South America.

What To Look For

When golden nematode population levels are high, they can cause crop losses,
increase pest control costs, and devalue infested land. When population levels are
low, the pest may go undetected for years.

Here's what to look for in potato fields:

Field symptoms
Potato plants appear stunted with wilting and yellowed foliage. When
nematode populations are high, potato fields appear patchy or clustered
with plants showing poor growth.

Cysts
Microscopic round, spherical objects that appear to have a spout or
protrusion. Cysts can be golden, orange, brown, or black in color. Several
cysts will fit on a pinhead.

View the following images of golden nematode and the damage it causes.

Golden Nematode Photo Gallery

Tap any image to view larger size.

  



  

  

  

 








