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Dr. Gilbert is a disease ecologist interested in the maintenance and spillover of
wildlife diseases, with a focus on rabies. 

She earned a Ph.D. in Ecology and Evolutionary Biology at the University of
Tennessee studying rabies virus ecology in North American bats. She was a guest
researcher and postdoctoral fellow with the Rabies Program at the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention for seven years, where she conducted studies on
rabies pathogenesis in bats and both led and participated in international field
projects focused on enhanced lyssavirus surveillance and pathogen discovery in
bats, as well as human-animal interface studies for modeling rabies risk. Her current
research focuses on ecology and spillover of rabies infections in wildlife, as well as
experimental studies of novel rabies biologics and technologies to improve oral
rabies vaccination of target wildlife, in efforts to improve disease management.

Research Project
Methods and Strategies for Controlling Rabies  

The goal of this project is to conduct applied research that enhances the prevention
and control of rabies virus and mitigate and reduce risk(s) to human health,

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/national-wildlife-programs/nwrc/research-areas/rabies


agriculture, and natural resources in the United States and its Territories.

Learn More

 

Featured Publication
Streicker, Daniel G., M.E. Griffiths, R. Antia, L. Bergner, P. Bowman, M. V. d. S.
de Moraes, K. Esvelt, M. Famulare, A. Gilbert, et al. 2024. Developing
transmissible vaccines for animal infections. Science 384: 275-277. DOI:
10.1126/science.adn3231

Current Research
Ecology and spillover of rabies infections in wildlife
Application of novel rabies biologics and technologies to improve vaccination of
target wildlife
Human-animal interface and zoonotic disease risk
Emerging pathogens of bats

International Experience

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/national-wildlife-programs/nwrc/research-areas/rabies
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/national-wildlife-programs/nwrc/research-areas/rabies
https://nwrc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/NWRCPubs1/id/74871/rec/1
https://nwrc.contentdm.oclc.org/digital/collection/NWRCPubs1/id/74871/rec/1


Pathogen surveillance in bats and human knowledge-attitude-practice surveys
(Mexico, Guatemala, Peru, Kenya, Uganda, Cameroon, Democratic Republic of
Congo, Thailand)

Publications
View Dr. Amy T. Gilbert's publications.

Education
Ph.D., University of Tennessee
B.A., Boston University
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