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Export Live Animals to Japan
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Electronic Signature ACCEPTED; Digital
Endorsement for SOME COMMODITIES ONLY

For Accredited Veterinarians: Electronic signature ACCEPTED

For APHIS VMO: Digital endorsement for SOME COMMODITIES ONLY

USDA-accredited veterinarians can electronically issue health certificates and use
VEHCS (Veterinary Export Health Certification System) to submit them to USDA for
endorsement. 

Digital endorsement varies by species—see requirements on this page for
details. The health certificate either bears the original ink signature and embossed
seal or digital signature/seal.

What This Means for You

Accredited Veterinarians: Use the links below to access or get help with VEHCS.
Learn more about how to issue export health certificates.

Animal Owners/Shippers: Digitally endorsed health certificates can be printed out
directly from VEHCS. For non-digitally endorsed health certificates, you can arrange

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians


to have your health certificate returned by mail (a prepaid, preaddressed return
label must be provided during certificate submission). A paper version of the
endorsed health certificate must accompany the animal(s) during shipment or
travel.

VEHCS Help  |  VEHCS Guide (7.77 MB)  |  VEHCS Login

Live Animal Export Country Requirements

- Select a Country -   View Requirements- Select a Country -                                                                                                                                                                           ▾

Summary of Requirements
For all commodities other than the animal commodities listed* below to Japan, USDA
Accredited Veterinarians may issue health certificates electronically through the
online Veterinary Export Health Certification System (VEHCS). These certificates will
be digitally endorsed by APHIS once received in the system and available for printing
by the USDA Accredited Veterinarian once the endorsement is completed by APHIS.
An APHIS-endorsed, printed paper copy must accompany the shipment.

Health certificates for the animal commodities listed* below, may be submitted by
the USDA Accredited Veterinarian through VEHCS; however, the APHIS Veterinary
Medical Officer's ink (wet) signature with the application of the APHIS embossed seal
must appear on the health certificate. Certificates received by APHIS through the
VEHCS system will be printed and endorsed in our offices, and the hard copy will be
returned when complete. This APHIS-endorsed and embossed paper copy must
 accompany the shipment. 

* Pet Birds - Commercial (Birds, Non-Poultry)
   Rodents - Research (Research/Laboratory Animals)
   Pet Rodents – Commercial (Other Animals)
   Zoo Mammals - Other than Giraffes or Camelids (Other Animals)

Expand All 

Equine

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/vehcs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/av-vehcs-tutorial-presentation.pdf
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf


Horses - Protocol (207.51 KB) - November 2020
Horses - Health Certificate (241.7 KB) - December 2024
Racehorses - Protocol - March 2025
Racehorses - Returning - Health Certificate (543.95 KB) - March 2025

Cattle

Bovine - Semen - Health Certificate (55.91 KB) - July 2019
Bovine - Semen - Protocol (57.91 KB) - October 2020
Bovine - Embryos - Protocol (89.45 KB) - April 2004

Swine

Note: The following certification statements must appear on health certificate for
swine and swine semen to Japan:

"There has been no clinical evidence of PED on the premises of origin of the live
swine animals for export for at least 12 months prior to the start of export
isolation."  

Test requirements during export isolation: "PED: PCR test using fresh feces with
negative result"

Swine - Protocol (22.32 KB) - March 2012
Swine - Health Certificate (31.22 KB) - March 2012
Swine - Semen - Health Certificate (33.17 KB)

Note: As of September 24, 2014 additional requirements for PED must be included
for swine semen. (311.92 KB)

Poultry

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-horse-pro_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-horse-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.govjapan-racehorse-protocol.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/japan-racehorse-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-bov-sem-hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-bov-sem-pro_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_bo_em_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_sw_pr_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_sw_hc_March_2012_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_sw_se_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_PED_sw_semen_14_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_PED_sw_semen_14_1.pdf


Note: For HPAI related restrictions please reference Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries’ (MAFF) site.

Poultry - Day-Old Birds and Hatching Eggs  (314.29 KB)– Protocol
Poultry - Day-old Birds and Hatching Eggs  (1.45 MB)– Health Certificate 
Poultry – Bird Quarantine Facility Information (36.29 KB) – Guidance Document

Birds (non-Poultry)

Pet Birds - Commercial - Health Certificate (59.11 KB) - March 2017
Birds - Poultry/Bird Quarantine Facility Information - Guidance Document (36.29
KB)

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel

Aquaculture/Aquatic Animals

APHIS Registered Aquaculture Export Facility approval is required.

Crustacean – Protocol (195.23 KB) – Effective date June 9, 2026
Crustacean – Health Certificate (376.41 KB)  – Effective date June 9, 2026

Laboratory/Research Animals

Note: Research canines and felines must be approved by Japan's Ministry of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF) and listed with current information in
order to be allowed import. 

Rodents - Research - Health Certificate (68.44 KB) - August 2005

https://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/topix/im/hpai.html#%E7%94%9F%E3%81%8D%E3%81%9F%E5%AE%B6%E3%81%8D%E3%82%93%E7%AD%89
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/japan-ahrs-dob-he-from-usa-protocol.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/japan-dob-he-from-usa-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/japan-bird-quarantine-facility-guidance.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Japan_commercial_pet_birds_FINAL_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_qu_fa_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/aquatic-resources
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jp-aq-crustacean-hc-protocols.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jp-aq-crustacean-hc.pdf
https://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/animal/dog/breed-facility.html
https://www.maff.go.jp/aqs/animal/dog/breed-facility.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_ro_1.pdf


Other Animals

Note: Japan has banned the importation of prairie dogs as of March 1, 2003.

Honey Bees - From Hawaii - Health Certificate (25.23 KB) - August 2008
Camelids (including Llamas and Alpacas) - Protocol (182.97 KB) - November
2009
Giraffes - Protocol (176.32 KB) - February 2010
Pet Rodents - Commercial - Health Certificate (487.04 KB) - October 2008
Pet Rodents - Commercial - Facility Requirements - Guidance Document (19.3
KB) - October 2008
Canine - Semen - Health Certificate (123.29 KB) - March 2021
Zoo Mammals (Other than Giraffes or Camelids) - Health Certificate (190.59 KB)
- April 2022
Ferrets - Commercial - Health Certificate (170.4 KB) - March 2024

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel

If your species is not listed, the requirements for that species are not known.
Exporters who want to ship livestock or germplasm whose requirements are not
listed above should have the importer or buyer in the destination country apply for
an import permit at the appropriate ministry. This import permit will most likely
outline the specific requirements.

Need Help?

Related Resources

Frequently Asked Questions About Live Animal Exports
VEHCS Login
National Veterinary Accreditation Program: Information for Veterinarians
Role of the Accredited Veterinarian in International Animal Exports

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_hb_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_cam_pro_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_gi_pro_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja-com-rodents-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ja_rodents_cp_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-canine-sem-hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/jpn-zoo-mammals-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/japan-ferrets-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/faq
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap/area-vet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S29z5r6mlrA


Print

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1460

