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Export Live Animalsto China

Last Modified:

Electronic Signature ACCEPTED,; Digital Endor sement for SOME
COMMODITIESONLY

For Accredited Veterinarians: Electronic signature ACCEPTED
For APHISVMO: Digital endorsement for SOME COMMODITIES ONLY

USDA -accredited veterinarians can electronically issue health certificates and use VEHCS (Veterinary Export
Health Certification System) to submit them to USDA for endorsement.

Digital endorsement varies by species—see requirements on this page for details. The health certificate
either bears the original ink signature and embossed seal or digital signature/seal.

What This Means for You

Accredited Veterinarians. Use the links below to access or get help with VEHCS. Learn more about how to
issue export health certificates.

Animal Owner g/Shippers: Digitally endorsed health certificates can be printed out directly from VEHCS. For
non-digitally endorsed health certificates, you can arrange to have your health certificate returned by mail (a
prepaid, preaddressed return label must be provided during certificate submission). A paper version of the
endorsed health certificate must accompany the animal(s) during shipment or travel.

VEHCS Help | VEHCS Guide (7.77 MB) | VEHCS Login

- Select a Country - v

Live Animal Export Country Requirements View Reguirements

Beijing is not currently allowing the importation of aquatic animals. Please arrange for aquatic animalsto arrive
at adifferent Chinese port of entry. Other animals are now allowed entry.


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/vehcs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/av-vehcs-tutorial-presentation.pdf
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/

Summary of Requirements

Expand All

Equine

Horses - Protocol - November 2017
Horses - Health Certificate ** - February 2018
Health Certificatesfor Horsesto China must be digitally endorsed by APHISwithin VEHCS and a
printed copy accompany the shipment.
Note: ** Although this health certificate is available as afillable PDF file, it must be submitted to
APHIS for endorsement viathe Veterinary Export Health Certification System (VEHCS). This
means a hard copy of the health certificate and required supporting documents (e.g. test results)
cannot be submitted by mail or in person for review and finalization. Click here for instructions on
accessing VEHCS, and completing and submitting the health certificate and required
supporting documents (as a PDF) to APHIS. When submitting a PDF file through VEHCS, it is
preferred that the issuing Accredited Veterinarian sign the document using the ADOBE signature
options, rather than printing, signing and scanning, for optimal quality resolution.
= Additional page for animal identification (if needed).
= Additional pages (if needed) for test results. One page can be used for multiple horses that
have the same information (test type, dates, vaccinations, etc.) with the horseslisted at the top.

Cattle

Health certificatesfor this commodity must be physically endorsed by APHIS with an original ink
signature and embossed seal. The original APHIS-endor sed certificate must accompany the shipment.

(1) Only the below Peopl€’ s Republic of China (PRC) health certificates are approved for bovine semen and
embryos from USA to PRC. When filing the health certificate form, please use the Tab key to move from field to
field. Do not usethe Enter key.

The below protocols and health certificates are only intended for US-resident cattle producing semen and/or in
vivo embryos.

Please note, before bovine semen and embryos are eligible for export, the collection facilities must be inspected
by Chinese officials.

(2) Current List of China-Approved Bovine Embryo and Semen Collection and Production Facilities (135.18
KB) - January 2015 to Current

e Bovine - Embryos - Protocol - Under negotiation. Protocol not available. - February 2025
e Bovine - Embryos - Health Certificate - Under negotiation. Health certificate not available. - February
2025


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_horses_17_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch-Horses-HC-Appendix_1.pdf
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Getting-Accredited-Veterinarians-in-VEHCS_0.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Getting-Accredited-Veterinarians-in-VEHCS_0.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/Getting-Accredited-Veterinarians-in-VEHCS_0.pdf
https://pcit.aphis.usda.gov/pcit/faces/signIn.jsf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch-Horses-Additional-ID-page_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch-Horses-HC-Additional-Appendix_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_anim_us_gen_mat1_fal_app_1.pdf

e Bovine - Semen - Protocol - Under negotiation. Protocol not available. - February 2025
e Bovine - Semen - Health Certificate - Under negotiation. Health certificate not available. - February
2025

Swine

Health certificatesfor thiscommodity must be physically endorsed by APHIS with an original ink
signature and embossed seal. The original APHI S-endor sed certificate must accompany the shipment.

Asof March 9, 2011, Chinarequires temporary attestation for novel A/HIN1 flu (additional document
required). Asof August 1, 2014, Chinarequires negative PCR test results for porcine epidemic diarrhea virus
(PEDv) and porcine delta coronavirus (PDCoV) during quarantine (additional document required as of January
2022).

e Swine - Health Regquirements (73.25 KB) - 1995 - Revised 2006 (Statements 9 and 10)

e Swine - Temporary Attestation for Novel A/HIN1 Flu (7.12 KB) - August 2012

e Swine - Supplemental Attestation for PEDv and PDCv (72.55 KB) - August 2014

e Swine - Semen - Protocol (9.67 KB) - Under negotiation. Protocol not available. - February 2025

Poultry

Health certificatesfor this commodity must be physically endorsed by APHISwith an original ink
signature and embossed seal. The original APHIS-endor sed certificate must accompany the shipment.

NOTE: Chinawill NOT ALLOW live poultry from the following States:

The State of Colorado on or after April 8, 2022.

The State of 1daho on or after April 14, 2022.

The State of Illinois on or after November 30, 2022.
The State of Indiana on or after February 8, 2022.

The State of Kansas on or after March 11, 2022.

The State of Minnesota on or after March 25, 2022.
The State of Montana on or after September 18, 2026.
The State of New Y ork on or after March 23, 2022.
The State of North Dakota on or after March 29, 2022.
The State of Pennsylvania on or after April 15, 2022.
The State of Rhode Island on or after June 12, 2026.
The State of South Dakota on or after March 5, 2022.
The State of Utah on or after July 6, 2026.

The State of Wisconsin on or after September 16, 2026.


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_swine_1995_edit2017_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_te_as_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/chn-swine-ped-pdc-attestation.pdf

Chinadoes not allow live poultry exports from U.S. states they consider HPAI affected (as listed above).

Please modify Certification Statement #1 of each of the following health certificates, to exclude all states
currently banned, asfollows:

1. The United States of America officially confirmsthat commercial poultry flocks ar e free from highly
pathogenic Avian Influenza (except for: list all of the state above individually here), viscer otropic
velogenic Newcastle disease, and plague of gosling.

(@]

Chicken - Breeding, Day-old Chicks, and Hatching Eggs - Health Certificate (192.6 KB) - July 2012

Poultry (Non-chicken) - Protocol (48.55 KB) - June 2013

Turkeys - Breeding, Day-old Chicks, and Hatching Eggs - Health Certificate (60.02 KB) - June

2013

Geese - Breeding, Day-old Chicks, and Hatching Eggs - Health Certificate (59.5 KB) - June 2013

Ducks - Breeding, Day-old Chicks, and Hatching Eggs - Health Certificate (60.31 KB) - June 2013
= Note: For all of the above poultry health certificates, this format is required by AQSIQ.

Ratites - Protocol (8.62 KB) - February 1997

Ratites - Hatching Eggs - Protocol (7.47 KB) - February 1997
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Aquaculture/Aquatic Animals

Health certificates for thiscommodity must be physically endorsed by APHIS with an original ink
signature and embossed seal. The original APHI S-endor sed certificate must accompany the shipment.

o Amphibians-Research-Health Certificate (132 KB) - September 2024
e Agquatic Worms-Research-Health Certificate (133.68 KB) - September 2024
¢ Finfish and Eggs-Research - Health Certificate (177.06 KB) — April 2024

For all other aquatic animal exports, see information below.

APHIS Registered Aquaculture Export Facility approval is required.

o Health Certificate: U.S. origin aquatic animals for breeding and or namental pur poses must use the VS
Form 17-141 “Headlth Certificate for the Export of Live Finfish, Mollusks, and Crustaceans (and their
Gametes)” (249.52 KB) for export purposes.

o Instructions for Completing the VS Form 17-141 (372.45 KB) (372.45 KB)
Note: In section "I. Identification” only select the "Farmed/Aguaculture Stocks" option. The "Public
resource/Wild/Feral Stocks" option should not be selected.

e Facility Registration: In addition to APHIS Registered Aquaculture Export Facility approval, U.S. origin
crustaceans and finfish aquaculture facilities must be included on China’'s approval list before APHIS can
endorse the export health certificate: GACC’s Quarantine Registration List of Overseas Animals and
Plants and Relevant Products.

o Note: For the full list of U.S. facilities approved by GACC for these commodities, select the
following: “United States of America” for the country/region, “ Aquatic animals and genetic
material” for the product type, and either “Ornamental aquatic animals’ or “Breeding aguatic



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_ch_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_non_chicken_poultry_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_turkeys_samp_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_geese_samp_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_Ducks_samp_hc_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_rt_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_rt_ht_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/us-china-research-amphibians.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/us-china-research-aquatic-worms.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/cn-aq-fish-eggs-research-hc-fc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/aquatic-resources
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-form-17-141-aqua-fillable-auto-size_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-form-17-141-aqua-fillable-auto-size_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-form-17-141-aqua-fillable-auto-size_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/vs-form-17-141-aqua-annotated_1.pdf
http://scintl.chinaport.gov.cn/aprwebserver/pages/apr/public/html/companyList.html
http://scintl.chinaport.gov.cn/aprwebserver/pages/apr/public/html/companyList.html

animals and genetic materials’ for the product category. The “Overseas official registration No.”
field in the table should match the APHIS Registered Aquaculture Export Facility approva number
for agiven facility.
o Acceptable Species. Only those U.S. origin aquatic animal species listed below have market access and
are approved for export from the United States to China:
o Acceptable Species of Ornamental Fish and Other Aquatic Animals (148 KB) (101.1 KB)
o Acceptable Species Aquatic Animals for Breeding Purposes (86.79 KB) (86.79 KB)

For exports of U.S. origin aquatic species that are not included on the lists above, the Chinese importer should
contact the General Administration of Customs of the People’ s Republic of China (GACC) to request a special
import permit.

Research/Laboratory Animals

Health Certificatesfor Naked Mole Rats and Parasites & cocoonsto China must be digitally endor sed by
APHISwithin VEHCS and a printed copy accompany the shipment.

Naked Mole Rats - Laboratory - Health Certificate - May 2025

Parasites, parasitoids & parasitoid cocoons - Research/Laboratory - Health Certificate (152.53 KB) -
December 2025

Rodents - SPF mice, rats, guineapigs - Laboratory - Health Certificate (205.6 KB) - September 2026
Rodents - Genetic Material - SPF mice, rats, guinea pigs - Laboratory - Health Certificate (225.08 KB) -
September 2026

e Squirrels - Research/Laboratory - Health Certificate (598.27 KB) - September 2026

Rodent health certificates must be printed, signed and physically endorsed by APHIS. All other commodities
may be issued and endorsed within VEHCS.

Other Animals

Health Certificatesfor Giant Panda semen to China must be physically endor sed by APHIS with an
original ink signature and embossed seal. The original APHI S-endor sed certificate must accompany the
shipment.

Giant Panda Semen - Health Certificate (404.94 KB) - January 2026
Mink/Ferret - Health Certificate (147.53 KB) - September 2012
Note: Thisformat isrequired by AQSIQ.
Foxes - Protocol for Quarantine and Health Requirements (5.04 KB) - November 1988
Rabbits - Protocol for Quarantine and Exit-Entry Inspections (13.82 KB) - March 2009

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/chn-acceptable-aqua-animal-ornamental-gd.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/chn-acceptable-aqua-animal-breeding-gd.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/us-naked-mole-rats-to-china.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/us-insects-parasitoids-cocoons-to-china.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/china-lab-rodents-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/china-lab-rodents-germplasm-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/china-lab-squirrels-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/china-panda-sem-hc.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_min_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_fx_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ch_or_1.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export

If your speciesis not listed, the requirements for that species are not known. Exporters who want to ship
livestock or germplasm whose requirements are not listed above should have the importer or buyer in the
destination country apply for an import permit at the appropriate ministry. Thisimport permit will most likely
outline the specific requirements.

Need Help?

USDA-Accredited Veterinarians

Contact a USDA -accredited veterinarian for questions about your destination country's entry requirements for
animals (including any needed vaccinations, tests, or treatments); issuance of health certificates, and status
updates on certificate endorsement.

Find aUSDA-Accredited Veterinarian

APHIS Endorsement Offices

APHIS Veterinary Export Trade Services (VETS) offers commodity-specific expertise for exporting animals.
Use the dropdown to contact us with questions about endorsing health certificates. For quickest help, see tips for
exportersand accredited veterinarians.

- Select a Commodity - v

Loading...
All Contacts

Related Resour ces

Frequently Asked Questions About Live Animal Exports

e VEHCS Login

National Veterinary Accreditation Program: Information for Veterinarians
Role of the Accredited Veterinarian in International Animal Exports

Print


https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do?method=display
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact-us/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/live-animal-export/faq
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/nvap/area-vet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S29z5r6mlrA
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1412

