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Electronic Signature and Digital Endorsement
ACCEPTED

For Accredited Veterinarians: Electronic signature ACCEPTED

For APHIS VMO: Digital endorsement ACCEPTED

USDA-accredited veterinarians can electronically issue health certificates and use
VEHCS (Veterinary Export Health Certification System) to submit them to USDA for
digital endorsement.

USDA can digitally endorse the health certificate and return it
electronically.

What This Means for You

Accredited Veterinarians: Use the links below to access or get help with VEHCS.
Learn more about how to issue export health certificates.

Animal Owners/Shippers: The endorsed health certificate can be printed out
directly from VEHCS and does not have to be mailed back to you. The printed,
endorsed health certificate must accompany the animal(s) during shipment or

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/accredited-veterinarians


travel.

VEHCS Help | VEHCS Guide (7.77 MB) | VEHCS Login
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR ANIMALS ORIGINATING FROM NEW WORLD
SCREWWORM INFESTED ZONES:

The Bahamas Agricultural Health and Food Safety Authority requires that New World
Screwworm specific protocols be for exports of certain commodities originating
from New World Screwworm-infested zones as defined by the APHIS NWS
Response Playbook. When exporting these commodities from NWS-infested zones,
exports must comply with the statements of the "Export Protocols - Animals
Originating from NWS-Infested Zones (232.24 KB)" and incorporate them into the
export health certificate.

This applies to the following commodities originating from NWS infested
zones: bovines, buffalo, sheep, goats, swine, farmed cervics, horses, dogs*, cats*,
birds.

*Please note, the VEHCS-defined health certificates for travel of pet dogs and cats
already include the required statements.

Export Protocols - Animals Originating from NWS-Infested Zones (232.24 KB)

Summary of Requirements
An import permit must be obtained from the Bahamas Agricultural Health Food
Safety and Authority, 99 Crawford Street, Nassau, The Bahamas. Please see their
website for detailed instructions on how to apply  
https://bahfsabahamas.com/services/epermitting-for-imports .  Apply at least 4
weeks in advance. 
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Sheep and Goats

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/vehcs
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/av-vehcs-tutorial-presentation.pdf?v=1781031191
https://vehcs.aphis.usda.gov/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-emergencies/nws
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal-emergencies/nws
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/export-protocols-animals-originating-from-nws-infested-zones.pdf?v=1788378830
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/export-protocols-animals-originating-from-nws-infested-zones.pdf?v=1788378830
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/export-protocols-animals-originating-from-nws-infested-zones.pdf?v=1788378830
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbahfsabahamas.com%2Fservices%2Fepermitting-for-imports&data=05%7C02%7Cnicholas.a.ledesma%40usda.gov%7Cff8eda8168a24772815808df22e304eb%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C639268030569953176%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qctg8dwWBqN%2F1OOsSgcXVid3ThwgRAhsT6kL215fgqs%3D&reserved=0


Sheep and Goats Protocol (353.96 KB) (353.96 KB) (May 2025)

Export Protocols - Animals Originating from NWS-Infested Zones (232.24 KB)

Other Animals

Taking a Pet to Another Country?

Visit Pet Travel

If your species is not listed, the requirements for that species are not known.
Exporters who want to ship livestock or germplasm whose requirements are not
listed above should have the importer or buyer in the destination country apply for
an import permit at the appropriate ministry. This import permit will most likely
outline the specific requirements.

Need Help?

USDA-Accredited Veterinarians

Contact a USDA-accredited veterinarian for questions about your destination
country's entry requirements for animals (including any needed vaccinations, tests,
or treatments); issuance of health certificates; and status updates on certificate
endorsement.

Find a USDA-Accredited Veterinarian

APHIS Endorsement Offices

APHIS Veterinary Export Trade Services (VETS) offers commodity-specific expertise
for exporting animals. Use the dropdown to contact us with questions about
endorsing health certificates. For quickest help, see tips for exporters and
accredited veterinarians.

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/import-conditions-for-live-sheep-and-goats-bahamas.pdf?v=1748971438
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/export-protocols-animals-originating-from-nws-infested-zones.pdf?v=1788378830
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/pet-travel/us-to-another-country-export
https://vsapps.aphis.usda.gov/vsps/public/VetSearch.do?method=display
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/working-aphis-endorsement-office


- Select a Commodity -                                          ▾
Loading...
All Contacts

Related Resources
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