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Apply for an Animal Welfare License
or Registration
Last Modified: 

Ensuring the humane treatment of animals is good business, good for animals, and
required by law under the Animal Welfare Act (AWA).

If you own or are in charge of an AWA-regulated business, you must be licensed or
registered with APHIS.

Unsure If You Need a License or Registration?
The APHIS Licensing and Registration Assistant, which takes about 5 to 15 minutes
to complete, is a self-service tool to help you determine if you need a license or a
registration. Once you answer the questions, the tool provides you with a link
directly to the license or registration application you need to complete.

Launch the Licensing and Registration Assistant

Start Your Application

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
https://efile.aphis.usda.gov/LRAssistant/s/


We encourage prospective licensees and registrants to apply online. You can
complete an application in about 10 minutes on our website using DocuSign. We
also make printable versions of the applications available if you need them.

If you apply online, you'll first set up your electronic signature with your name and
email address. Once you complete your electronic signature, you can begin filling
out the application.

Effective August 1, 2023, payments are now due at the time of submission
for online license applications. 

Payment options include credit/debit card or electronic funds transfer. Registration
applications do not require payment.

License Applications

Application Apply
Online Printable Version

New License Application—Dealer (Class A or
Class B) Apply Download (549.95

KB)

New License Application—Exhibitor (Class C) Apply Download (553.2
KB)

Re-License Application Apply Download (584.24
KB)

Registration Applications

Application Apply
Online

Printable
Version

New Registration Application—Transporters (Class H
or Class T) Apply Download (527.99

KB)

New Registration Application—Research (Class R) Apply Download (538.43
KB)

Registration Update Application Apply Download (529.22
KB)

https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=30489dcf-7240-4f38-a202-87a846392b8c&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-license-application-dealer.pdf
https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=90b23287-cbfa-44a2-91cc-7240783f408d&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-license-application-exhibitor.pdf
https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=7d98c1c3-84aa-460e-a1c3-a7a41e914f3e&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-relicense-application.pdf
https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=6f7263cf-7f07-4fa6-b924-5a0891c88cff&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-registration-application-transporters.pdf
https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=e2565a15-0e79-4ba3-b700-86dd7a5d1f86&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-registration-application-research.pdf
https://na4.docusign.net/Member/PowerFormSigning.aspx?PowerFormId=2fc47b64-0abe-4d1d-8da8-6e1707337f79&env=na4&acct=12200839-5f48-4f82-b50d-92ceccc2116d&v=2
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/aw-registration-update-application.pdf


Guidance Materials
Licensing and Registration Under the Animal Welfare Act: Guidelines for Dealers,
Exhibitors, Transporters, and Researchers 

(PDF, 187.97 KB)

This publication details the types of businesses that are regulated by the AWA or
exempt from it.

Animal Welfare Act 

The AWA sets standards for the humane care and treatment of certain animals.

Questions about applying for an AWA license or registration?

Visit Our Animal Welfare Contacts Directory
Print

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/graybook.pdf
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim%40title7/chapter54&edition=prelim
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/contact/animal-welfare
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/print/pdf/node/1252

