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The Aquatic Animals Commission helps ensure the Aquatic Animal Health Code
(Aquatic Code) and Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animals (Aquatic Manual)
reflect current scientific information. The Aquatic Code and Aquatic Manual contain
international standards for trade, disease prevention, and disease control for aquatic
animals.

APHIS provides the draft standards below and invites stakeholders to comment.

e "For Comment" standards are proposed for comment.
e "For information" is provided for informational purposes.

To provide comments:

1. Download the files by clicking the links below that correspond to the standards
you wish to review.

2. Edit the specific text you are commenting on by proposing text changes (that
is, edit the text the way you believe it should read) using “Track Changes” in
Microsoft Word.

3. Add a “comment” with the supporting scientific or other rationale for each of
your proposed text changes using “Track Changes” in Microsoft Word.


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/

4. Submit your proposed changes to usa.oie.iahs@usda.gov, no later than
December 5, 2025

The "USA Comments Submitted to WOAH" will be uploaded as soon as they are
available, in the tables below.

While we strive to make all information posted to the APHIS website accessible to
everyone, there may be some documents that do not fully comply with Section 508
of the Rehabilitation Act. If you encounter an inaccessible document on our website,
please send an email to APHISweb@usda.gov to request an accessible version.

For Comment

September 2025 Chapters :jtl;\r:i::::lnents
Annex 5. Glossary - ornamental aquatic animals (167.94 KB)

Annex 6. Chapter 4.3. Compartmentalisation (84.93 KB)

Annex 7. Glossary - compartment (168.51 KB)

Annex 8. Chapter 4.7. Fallowing (65.04 KB)

Annex 9. Update on Section 5. Trade measures,
importation/exportation procedures and health certification
(43.12 KB)

Annex 10. Chapter 9.2. Infection with Aphanomyces astaci
(crayfish plague) (45.47 KB)

Annex 11. Chapter 10.3. Infection with Gyrodactylus salaris
(47.08 KB)

Annex 12. Chapter 10.4. Infection with infectious salmon
anaemia (44.6 KB)

Annex 13. Article X.X.1. Update on viral taxonomy - Aquatic
Code (49.44 KB)

Annex 14. Chapter 2.2.2. Infection with Aphanomyces astaci
(crayfish plague) (45.62 KB)

Annex 15. Chapter 2.4.2. Infection with Bonamia exitiosa and
Chapter 2.4.3. Infection with Bonamia ostreae (51.64 KB)



mailto:usa.oie.iahs@usda.gov
mailto:APHISweb@usda.gov
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-05-glossary-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-06-chapter-4-3-compartmentalisation-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-07-glossary-compartment-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-08-chapter-4-7-fallowing-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-09-section-5-update-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-09-section-5-update-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-10-chapter-9-2-a-astaci-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-10-chapter-9-2-a-astaci-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-chapter-10-3-g-salaris-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-chapter-10-4-isav-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-chapter-10-4-isav-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-article-x-x-1-viral-taxonomy-update-code-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-article-x-x-1-viral-taxonomy-update-code-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-14-chapter-2-2-2-a-astaci-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-14-chapter-2-2-2-a-astaci-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-chapters-2-4-2-2-4-3-b-exitiosa-b-ostreae-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-chapters-2-4-2-2-4-3-b-exitiosa-b-ostreae-sept25.docx

Annex 16. Chapter 2.4.4. Infection with Marteilia refringens
(52.59 KB)

Annex 17. Chapter 2.4.5. Infection with Perkinsus marinus
(121.63 KB)

Annex 18. Chapter 2.4.5. Infection with Perkinsus olseni (124.96
KB)

Annex. 19. Chapter 2.4.7. Infection with Xenohaliotis
californiensis (91.79 KB)

Annex. 20. Update on viral taxonomy - Aquatic Manual (57.72
KB)

Previous Aquatic Proposed Standards and
Comments

Expand All

February 2025

February 2025 Chapters, Part A USA Comments
Chapter 4.X. Emergency disease preparedness (Annex 5) No comments
(181.93 KB) submitted
Chapter 4.Y. Disease outbreak management (Annex 6) No comments
(180.71 KB) submitted
Chapter 4.Z. Pathogenic agents in traded gametes and No comments
fertilized eggs of fish (Annex 7) (172.51 KB) submitted

No comments

Model Article 10.X.10. (Annex 8) (163.78 KB) ]
submitted

No comments

Model Article 10.X.15. (Annex 9) (162.17 KB) )
submitted

No comments

Glossary (Annex 10) (158.02 KB) .
submitted



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-16-chapter-2-4-4-m-refringens-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-chapter-2-4-5-p-marinus-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-18-chapter-2-4-6-p-olseni-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-chapter-2-4-7-x-californiensis-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-chapter-2-4-7-x-californiensis-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-20-viral-taxonomy-update-manual-sept25.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-5-ch-4-x-emgy-prep-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-6-ch-4-y-dis-mngt-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch-4-z-gametes-eggs-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch-4-z-gametes-eggs-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-8-model-article-10-x-10-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-9-article-10-x-15-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-10-glossary-4-terms-feb2025.docx

February 2025 Chapters, Part A USA Comments

Chapter 5.X. Movement of ornamental agquatic animals No comments
(Annex 11) (170.46 KB) submitted
Biosecurity and surveillance in disease-specific chapters Joint country comments
(Annex 12) (377.07 KB) supported
Chapter 9.9. White Spot Syndrome Virus (Annex 13) (35.26 No comments
KB) submitted
Chapter 10.2. Epizootic Ulcerative Syndrome (Annex 14) No comments
(33.56 KB) submitted
Chapter 10.4. Infection with infectious salmon anaemia No comments
virus (Annex 15) (27.98 KB) submitted
Chapter 10.X. Infection with Megalocytivirus pagrusl No comments
(Annex 16) (57.18 KB) submitted
Chapter 11.6. Infection with P. olseni (Annex 17) (35 KB) No co.mments
submitted
Chapter 11.6. Infection with X. californiensis (Annex 18) No comments
(31.52 KB) submitted
Chapter 2.2.9. Infection with WSSV (Annex 22) (50.08 KB) No co.mments
submitted

Chapter 2.3.1. Epizootic Ulcerative Syndrome (Annex 23) No comments

(48.5 KB) submitted
Chapter 2.4.2. Infection with Bonamia exitiosa (Annex 24) No comments
(114.95 KB) submitted
Chapter 2.4.3. Infection with Bonamia ostreae (Annex 25) No comments
(116.36 KB) submitted
Chapter 2.4.6. Infection with P. olseni (Annex 26) (47.03 No comments
KB) submitted
Chapter 2.4.7. Infection with X. californiensis (Annex 27) No comments
(42.17 KB) submitted
February 2025 Chapters, Part B USA Comments
Work Programme (Annex 4) (62.8 KB) Joint country comments supported
Chapter 4.3. Application of Chapter 4.3. Application of

Compartmentalisation (Annex 19) (66.55 Compartmentalisation (Annex 19) (76.75
KB) KB)



https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch-5-x-ornamentals-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch-5-x-ornamentals-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-biosecurity-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-biosecurity-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-ch-9-9-wssv-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-14-ch-10-2-eus-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-ch-10-4-isav-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-ch-10-4-isav-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-16-ch-10-x-megaloc-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-16-ch-10-x-megaloc-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-ch-11-6-p-olseni-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-18-ch-11-7-x-californ-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-22-ch-2-2-9-wssv-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-23-ch-2-3-1-a-invadans-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-24-ch-2-4-02-b-exitl-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-25-ch-2-4-03-b-ost-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-26-ch-2-4-6-p-olseni-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-27-ch-2-4-7-x-cal-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-4-work-prog-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-ch-4-3-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-ch-4-3-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-compartment-feb2025.docx

February 2025 Chapters, Part B

Glossary (Compartment) (Annex 20)
(160.67 KB)

Chapter 4.7. Fallowing in Aquaculture

USA Comments
No comments submitted

Chapter 4.7. Fallowing in Aquaculture

(Annex 21) (47.15 KB)

Chapter 2.4.6. Infection with Perkinsus
olseni (Annex 28) (117.69 KB)

Chapter 2.4.7. Infection with Xenohaliotis

(Annex 21) (71.98 KB)

No comments submitted

Chapter 2.4.7. Infection with Xenohaliotis

californiensis (Annex 29) (87.86 KB)

September 2024

September 2024 Chapters
Annex 4 Work Programme (61.29 KB)

Annex 5 Chapter 4.X. Emergency Disease

californiensis (Annex 29) (94.82 KB)

USA Comments
No comments submitted

Annex 5 Chapter 4.X. Emergency Disease

Preparedness (179.26 KB)
Annex 6 Chapter 4.Y. Disease Outbreak

Preparedness (182.61 KB)
Annex 6 Chapter 4.Y. Disease Outbreak

Management (179.27 KB)

Annex 7 Chapter 4.Z. Control of
Pathogenic Agents in Traded Gametes

Management (185.52 KB)

Annex 7 Chapter 4.Z. Control of
Pathogenic Agents in Traded Gametes

Milt and Fertilised Eggs of Fish (170.33
KB)

Annex 8 Model Article 10.X.10. (162.88
KB)

Annex 9 Model Article 10.X.15. (160.84
KB)

Annex 10 Glossary (157.89 KB)

Annex 11 Chapter 5.X. Movement of
Ornamental Aquatic Animals (171.18 KB)

Annex 13 Default Periods of basic

biosecurity conditions and targeted
surveillance (128.25 KB)

Milt and Fertilised Eggs of Fish (172.99
KB)

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

Annex 11 Chapter 5.X. Movement of
Ornamental Aquatic Animals (174.18 KB)

No comments submitted


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-20-glossary-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-ch-4-7-fallow-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-ch-4-7-fallow-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-compartment-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-28-ch-2-4-6-p-olseni-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-28-ch-2-4-6-p-olseni-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-29-ch-2-4-7-x-calif-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-29-ch-2-4-7-x-calif-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-29.x-californiensis-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-29.x-californiensis-feb2025.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-4-work-programme-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-5-ch4-x-emergency-disease-preparedness-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-5-ch4-x-emergency-disease-preparedness-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-5-ch4-x.-emergency-disease-preparedness-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-5-ch4-x.-emergency-disease-preparedness-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-6-ch4-y-disease-outbreak-management-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-6-ch4-y-disease-outbreak-management-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-6-ch4-y-disease-outbreak-management-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-6-ch4-y-disease-outbreak-management-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-7-ch4-z-trade-genetic-materials-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-8-modelarticle-10-x-10-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-9-modelarticle-10-x-15-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-10-glossary-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch5-x-movement-ornamentals-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch5-x-movement-ornamentals-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch5-x-movement-ornamentals-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-11-ch5-x-movement-ornamentals-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-art-x-x-x-5-to-x-x-7-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-art-x-x-x-5-to-x-x-7-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-13-art-x-x-x-5-to-x-x-7-sept2024.docx

September 2024 Chapters
Annex 14 Chapter 9.9. Infection with
White Spot Syndrome Virus (34.98 KB)

Annex 15 Chapter 10.2. Infection with
Aphanomyces invadans (epizootic
ulcerative syndrome) (32.48 KB)

Annex 16 Chapter 10.4. Infection with
Infectious Salmon Anaemia Virus (27.79
KB)

Annex 17 Chapter 10.X Infection with

USA Comments

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

Annex 17 Chapter 10.X Infection with

Megalocytivirus pagrus 1 (62.43 KB)
Annex 18 Chapter 11.6. Infection with
Perkinsus olseni (34.47 KB)

Annex 19 Chapter 11.7. Infection with
Xenohaliotis californiensis (31.19 KB)
Annex 20 Chapter 2.2.8. Infection with
White Spot Syndrome Virus (49.32 KB)
Annex 21 Chapter 2.3.1. Infection with
Aphanomyces invadans (48.43 KB)
Annex 22 Chapter 2.4.2. Infection with
Bonamia exitiosa (111.01 KB)

Annex 23 Chapter 2.4.3. Infection with
Bonamia ostreae (109.75 KB)

Annex 24 Chapter 2.4.6. Infection with
Perkinsus olseni (46.46 KB)

Annex 25 Chapter 2.4.7. Infection with
Xenohaliotis californiensis (41.6 KB)

For Information Only

Megalocytivirus pagrus (66.61 KB)

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

e Annex 12 Recommendations for basic biosecurity conditions and targeted

surveillance (112.36 KB)

February 2024


https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-14-ch9-9-art9-9-2-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-14-ch9-9-art9-9-2-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-ch10-2-art10-2-1-10-2.-2-a-invadans-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-ch10-2-art10-2-1-10-2.-2-a-invadans-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-15-ch10-2-art10-2-1-10-2.-2-a-invadans-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-16-ch10-4-art10-4-12-isav-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-16-ch10-4-art10-4-12-isav-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-ch10-x-megalocytiviruspagrus1-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-ch10-x-megalocytiviruspagrus1-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-ch10-x-megalocytiviruspagrus1-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-17-ch10-x-megalocytiviruspagrus1-sept2024-usa-comments.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-18-ch11-6-art11-6-1-11-6-2-p-olseni-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-18-ch11-6-art11-6-1-11-6-2-p-olseni-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-ch11-7-art11-7-1-11-2-x-californ-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-19-ch11-7-art11-7-1-11-2-x-californ-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-20-ch2-2-8-sec2-2-1.2-2-wssv-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-20-ch2-2-8-sec2-2-1.2-2-wssv-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-ch2-3-1-sec2-2-1-2-2-2-a-invadans-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-21-ch2-3-1-sec2-2-1-2-2-2-a-invadans-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-22-ch2-4-02-b-exit.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-22-ch2-4-02-b-exit.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-23-ch2-4-03-b-ost.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-23-ch2-4-03-b-ost.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-24-ch2-4-6-sec2-2-1-2-2-2-p-olseni-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-24-ch2-4-6-sec2-2-1-2-2-2-p-olseni-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-25-x-californiensissept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-25-x-californiensissept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-assessment-default-periods-sept2024.docx
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/annex-12-assessment-default-periods-sept2024.docx

Standards Proposed for Comment (Part A)

USA Comments Submitted
February 2024 Chapters

Annex 4 Usage of glossary definitions Annex 4 Usage of glossary definitions
Aquatic Animal Health Services and Aquatic Animal Health Services and
Authorities (168.49 KB) Authorities (166.16 KB)

Annex 5 Usage of glossary definitions
Aquatic Animal Products (167.61 KB)

Annex 6 Chapter 1.1 Notification and Annex 6 Chapter 1.1 Notification and
provision of epidemiological information provision of epidemiological information

No comments submitted

(166.68 KB) (161.81 KB)
Annex 8 Chapter 1.3 Diseases listed by Annex 8 Chapter 1.3 Diseases listed by
WOAH (165.02 KB) WOAH (164.16 KB)

Annex 9 Chapter 8.1 Batrachochytrium
dendrobatidis (163.09 KB)

Annex 10 Chapter 8.2.
B. salamandrivorans (167.17 KB)

Annex 11 Chapter 8.3. Ranavirus species
(166.87 KB)

Annex 12 Article 9.3.3 Chapter 9.3. DIV1
(165.07 KB)

Annex 36 Article 9.3.2 Chapter 9.3. DIV1
(36.62 KB)

Annex 13 Chapter 9.4. Hepatobacter
penaei (165.27 KB)

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted

No comments submitted
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