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2011 Deputy Administrator’s Safeguarding Award 
Honorable Mention - PPQ Work Unit in Blaine, Washington 

The PPQ work unit in Blaine, Washington developed a highly successful local initiative to 
promote and expand cargo release authority (CRA) certification for U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection agriculture specialists located at Canadian border ports in Washington, Idaho, 
Montana, and North Dakota. On a shoestring budget, the group developed training materials that 
have the potential for wider use throughout PPQ. The project has enhanced safeguarding by 
providing CBP agriculture specialists with tools to improve their identification skills so that they 
are able to recognize commonly intercepted, non-quarantine pests that do not require exclusion, 
thus giving the specialists the ability to increase efficiency and productivity when conducting 
import inspections for quarantine pests. The Blaine, Washington work unit’s initiative gives CBP 
agriculture specialists the ability to conduct import inspection and quarantine pest exclusion 
activities at the ports of entry with greater expertise, credibility, and professionalism. 

The Blaine PPQ Work Unit 
1. Group Leader: William Carlson (Entomology-Identifier)  
2. Stacy Herron (Plant Health Safeguarding Specialist) 
3. Nasrin Pervin (Bio-technician) 
4. Michael Tillotson (Student/clerk) 
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