Statement of Work

Soil Sample Bags

Scope:

Definite delivery of Soil Sample Bags for soil nematode surveys.  Bags will come in two general sizes:


Tall: 13 inches x 8 inches x 4.5 inches


Short: 10.5 inches x 8 inches x 4.5 inches

APHIS seeks an indefinite delivery indefinite quantity firm fixed priced lowest price technically acceptable contract with 1 base year and 4 option years.  Our expected annual usage is approximately: 100,000 individual bags. Price schedules should be included for up to 300,000 and contractors are encouraged to include pricing on various purchase quantities. Ordering units will be to the nearest 1,000 bags.  
Background:

Soil cyst nematodes are a major pest of numerous crops.  Many of these are exotic to North America like the Pale Cyst Nematode (PCN) and Golden Cyst Nematode (GN).  Soil sample bags are required to ensure detection, delimitation and confirmation of treatments.  The USDA APHIS PPQ has been tasked by congress with detecting, monitoring and managing these pests. The impact of these pests, should they become established, would have irreversible impacts on natural resources, hinder trade and increase costs of productions. Ultimately, a widespread eradication and/or control would likely be in the millions of dollars if these pests were to go undetected in our environment. 

Objective 

The requested soil sample bags are needed to equip program personnel to detect and monitor many existing and potential exotic pest infestations. Without these soil sample bags, defining infestations might not be possible and the ultimate cost to the USDA and cooperators of an eradication program could exceed millions of dollars should these soil sample bags not be available. 

Contractor Duties
 Delivery of product (s) 

FOB destination to: 

USDA APHIS PPQ 

Bldg 6420, Moore Air Base 

22675 N. Moorefield Rd 

Edinburg, TX 78541 

Package Marking/Labeling: 

Each pallet must be identified on the shipping containers with: 

a. Manufacturer’s name 

b. Product Name 

c. Quantity per container 

d. Procurement Number 

Packaging: 

Soil sample bags must be bundled in equal amounts and bundles may not exceed 1,000 individual.

Bundled bags will be delivered on pallets not to exceed 4 feet in height

Shipping 

Material shall be packed for shipment in such a manner that shall insure acceptance by common carriers and safe delivery at destination. Containers and closures shall comply with the Interstate Commerce Commission regulations, Uniform Freight Classification rules, or regulations of other carriers as applicable to the mode of transportation. 

Specifications 

The bags shall be constructed for storing damp or dry soil samples for a minimum of three (3) weeks under conditions of extraordinary usage in filling, handling and storage.  These soil sample bags shall contain soil which may contain microscopic organisms.  Leaking or sifting from the bags cannot be allowed as it may cause cross contamination of an area.  The paper bags shall be:

·  Self-Opening Satchel (SOS) Kraft, automatic style, duplex.  
·  manufactured from 1 percent water strength paper.  
· 1/60NKWS, 1/60NK
There will be two bag sizing available:

Tall: 8 inches x 4.5 inches x 13 inches

Short: 8 inches x 4.5 inches x 10.5 inches
The bottom seam shall be constructed and glued to prevent leakage and sifting of soil particles.

Key to above abbreviations:

SOS        self opening satchel  or lunch bag style bag 
60NK        60# weight natural kraft paper 
60NKWS        60# weight natural kraft wet strength treated paper 
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