
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service 
 Pest Management - Plant Health Programs – Program Update 

Program:  Phytophthora ramorum           Date:     June 30th, 2013 
 
APHIS Phytophthora ramorum Program 2013, 2nd Quarter Summary 
 
Background and History:  
 
The APHIS-PPQ P. ramorum regulatory program initiated with the First Interim Rule February 
14, 2002, is now in its 11th year. Currently 14 counties in California and 202 square miles in 
Curry County, in Oregon are designated as quarantine areas for P. ramorum regulated articles. 
The remaining counties in California and Oregon, and the entire state of Washington are 
designated as regulated areas for inter-state shipment of nursery stock. Presence of P. ramorum 
in the environment has not caused disease outbreaks in the forest landscape outside the 
currently quarantined counties in CA and OR. The USDA P. ramorum quarantine program, in 
place since 2002, has been successful in limiting the pathogen’s artificial spread into the 
environment beyond the currently quarantine areas. The P. ramorum program in consultation 
with stakeholders has funded and developed several survey and remediation protocols, outreach 
and training initiatives. These efforts have benefitted the nursery industry by assuring the 
commercial movement of disease-free plants. 
 
Summary of P. ramorum detections in nurseries: Between, January 1st to June 30th, 2013 P. 
ramorum has been reported in 15 host nurseries located in three regulated states and one non-
regulated state (NY). The positive nurseries were located in California (1), Oregon (9), 
Washington State (4) and New York State (1). Of the 15 positive nurseries, 11 were inter-state 
shippers and 4 retail establishments. So far, there have been no detections of P. ramorum on trace 
forward material in receiving states.  
 
Program Updates:   
 
Science and Technology: NORS-DUC: National Ornamental Research Site (NORS) -
Dominican University of California (DUC). 
 
NORS-DUC Core meeting was held on Wednesday, 19 June to finalize the applicants who 
submitted proposals to NORS-DUC for potential Farm Bill funding in spring 2014. Once a 
decision is made on the proposals, infrastructure needs will be addressed. Final funding decision 
will be based however, on the level of funding for NORS-DUC, program priorities and evaluation 
of the suggestions by the Farm Bill review team independent of the NORS-DUC Core team. 
More details on NORS-DUC can be accessed through the link below: 
 
http://www.dominican.edu/academics/hns/sciencemath/community-partnerships-and-
initiatives/norsduc
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Nursery Detections to date (2000 – June 2013) 
Year # Nurseries # States Notes 
2000, and prior Zero  There were no reported nursery detections 

prior to 2001 
2001 One California In infested area 
2002 Zero   
2003   20   3 CA, OR, WA 
2004 176 21  125 linked to one nursery’s shipments 
2005  99  7   
2006  62 11   
2007  23  6   
2008  28  8   
2009  26 

 
 11  Also, 6 landscape detections in 4 states; 

Data 2009 , Dec 31st  
2010 
 

 34 13 33 nurseries, and 1 greenhouse, 2 
landscape detections.  

2011 Jan-Dec 23 5 23 nursery detections, 1 residential, 1 
landscape 

2012 Jan-Dec 33 8 33 Detections were in nurseries located in 
CA, OR, WA, NC, ME, NY, PA. IN and 
3 Residential finds (ME, OR, CA) 

2013 Jan-June 15 4 15 detections in CA (1), OR (9) and WA 
(4), NY (1). Detections were in 10 inter-
state shippers and 4 retail, non-interstate 
shipping nurseries 

 
Details of detections from January to June 30th, 2013: 
 
Between, January 1st to June 30th, 2013 P. ramorum has been reported in 15 host nurseries located 
in three regulated states and one in a non-regulated state (NY). The positive nurseries were 
located in California (1), Oregon (9), Washington State (4) and New York State (1). Most of the 
positive nurseries (13) are located in the regulated counties with two exceptions, one nursery 
located in a quarantined County (Santa Clara) in California and 1 nursery in non-regulated NY 
State. Of the 15 positive nurseries, eleven were inter-state shippers and 4 retail establishments. 
The interstate shippers were located in CA (1); OR (6), Washington (3) and NY (1). Only six of 
the ten inter-state shippers actually shipped in the previous (Jan-Jun, 2013) six months. Trace 
information from the shipper in NY is pending. So far, there have been no detections of P. 
ramorum on trace forward material in receiving states. There were three major trace 
investigations undertaken during May-June, 2019 to track plant shipments from three positive 
nurseries in Oregon mainly, to homeowners’ in 48 states and Canada. Two of the nurseries where 
the shipments originated from are, on-line retail businesses. So far no positive plants have been 
detected at their destination.  
 
Detections in plants, soil, water, and other associated articles: January to June 30th, 2013 
(See table below for more details):  
 
High Risk Hosts: Camellia (2); Kalmia (2); Pieris (6); Rhododendron (44); Viburnum (7) 
Other hosts: Choisya (1); Gaultheria (1); Loropetalum (2); Magnolia (1); Trachelospermum (1) 
Associated articles: Potting Media (1); Soil Sample (3); Water Sample (1); Cull Pile Sample (1). 
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Positive Detections 2013 Jan-June 30, 2013  

POSITIVE SAMPLE STATE COUNTY DATE 
CONFIRMED 

Camellia 'April Dawn' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Camellia 'Rosehill Red' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Choisya ternata OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Cull Pile Sample OR Clackamas (Regulated) 28-May-13 
Gaultheria shallon OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Kalmia 'Bullseye' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 28-Feb-13 
Kalmia sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 3-May-13 
Loropetalum CA Santa Clara (Quarantine) 18-Apr-13 
Loropetalum CA Santa Clara (Quarantine) 21-May-13 
Magnolia grandiflora OR Washington (Regulated) 26-Apr-13 
Pieris japonica WA Snohomish (Regulated) 20-Jun-13 
Pieris japonica 'Forest Flame' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Pieris japonica 'Forest Flame' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Pieris japonica 'Forest Flame' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Pieris taiwanensis OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Pieris taiwanensis OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Potting Media OR Washington (Regulated) 20-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Anah Kruschke' OR Washington (Regulated) 16-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Anah Kruschke' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 28-Feb-13 
Rhododendron augustinii 'Electra' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 15-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Baden Baden' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 8-Mar-13 
Rhododendron bathyphyllum OR Lane (Regulated) 23-May-13 
Rhododendron bathyphyllum OR Lane (Regulated) 23-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Blewbury' OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron 'Boule de Neige' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Rhododendron Catawbiense 'Album' NY Suffolk County 27-Jun-13 
Rhododendron 'Cheer' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Cheer' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Rhododendron 'Cunningham's White' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Cunningham's White' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Daphnoides' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 15-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'Goldkrone' OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
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POSITIVE SAMPLE STATE COUNTY DATE 
CONFIRMED 

Rhododendron 'Lee's Dark Purple' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 8-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'Nova Zembla' NY Suffolk County 27-Jun-13 
Rhododendron 'Orange Leopard' OR Lane (Regulated) 23-May-13 
Rhododendron 'PJM' WA Kitsap (Regulated) 8-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'PJM Regal' WA Snohomish (Regulated) 1-Jul-13 
Rhododendron 'Pohjola’s Daughter' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Purple Passion' WA King (Regulated) 14-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Raisa' OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 3-May-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Clackamas (Regulated) 21-Jun-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron sp. OR Lane (Regulated) 6-Jun-13 
Rhododendron 'Unique' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 16-May-13 
Rhododendron 'Unique' OR Washington (Regulated) 25-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'Unique' OR Washington (Regulated) 25-Mar-13 
Rhododendron 'Unique' OR Washington (Regulated) 16-Apr-13 
Rhododendron 'Unique' OR Washington (Regulated) 3-May-13 
Soil Sample OR Clackamas (Regulated) 4-Jun-13 
Soil Sample WA Kitsap (Regulated) 11-Apr-13 
Soil Sample WA Kitsap (Regulated) 1-May-13 
Trachelospermum jasminoides OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Viburnum davidii  WA Snohomish (Regulated) 1-Jul-13 
Viburnum davidii  WA Snohomish (Regulated) 1-Jul-13 
Viburnum sp. OR Josephine (Regulated) 31-May-13 
Viburnum tinus  WA Snohomish (Regulated) 20-Jun-13 
Viburnum tinus 'Spring Bouquet' OR Clackamas (Regulated) 12-Apr-13 
Viburnum tinus 'Spring Bouquet' WA Thurston (Regulated) 21-May-13 
Viburnum'Pink Dawn' OR Washington (Regulated) 30-Apr-13 
Water Sample WA Kitsap (Regulated) 11-Jun-13 

Dated: March 31, 2013, Prakash K. Hebbar Phytophthora ramorum National Program Manager, 
USDA-APHIS-PPQ, APHIS Headquarters, Riverdale, Maryland; Stacy Scott, National 
Operations Manager, USDA-APHIS-PPQ, Ft. Collins, Colorado. 
www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/pram 
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