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Hello everyone!

We will begin accepting suggestions for FY11 projects on May 3, 2010. As the opening of the FY11 suggestion
submittal period draws near, I wanted to make sure that everyone was aware of the changes in this year’s
suggestion submittal and review process.

One of the key changes is that we have developed a standard format for FY11 suggestions. A fillable PDF form will
be available on our Web site (http://www.aphis.usda.gov/section10201) on May 3. All information related to the
suggested project should be typed into the suggestion form and submitted electronically according to the
instructions that will be provided on the Section 10201 site. We are asking everyone to please limit your responses
to the available space in the form. Any information provided in addition to what is captured on the form (whether
in email or as an attachment) will not be considered during the evaluation process. All submitters must use this
form to suggest a new project or to request to renew a previously funded project.

This year, we are also asking that applicants develop a suggestion that fits within a single goal area rather than
trying to write a suggestion that fits many goal areas. This will help avoid duplication of effort on the part of our
review team and will ensure that the suggestion is considered in the single best goal area for the project.

Another change from last year is that we have assembled a single team of reviewers to evaluate the suggestions.
Last year, we had 6 teams, each representing one of the 6 goal areas. The members of the FY11 review team will be
working together to evaluate all of the suggestions and to develop a consensus rating for each. This approach will
ensure that potential synergies between projects submitted under separate goal areas are identified.

Finally, we will be publishing, at the onset of the suggestion submittal period, an explanation of the evaluation
criteria and the rating system that will be used this year so that applicants will be better equipped to produce
successful suggestions.

Detailed information about the FY11 suggestion and submittal process will be posted to the Section 10201 site

(http://www.aphis.usda.gov/section10201) on Monday, May 3. In consultation with many of you, we have worked
hard to continue to improve this process and we hope that you find the approach to be fair, transparent, and easy-

to-use.
Thank you,

Dr. Matt Royer
Director, Pest Detection

Emergency and Domestic Programs
USDA-APHIS-PPQ
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