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Light Brown Apple Moth  
Industry Update #1 for July 2011 

 
California Program Update  
Regulatory  

• During the week of July 11, program personnel collaborated with Sacramento County to 
inspect a 240 acre nursery; 16 specimens were submitted for identification.   

• Program personnel also partnered with California Department of Food and Agriculture 
(CDFA) to conduct quality control of trapping in nurseries in San Joaquin County 

 
Detection and Treatment 
Delimitation trapping is occurring in the following counties: Madera, San Diego, Solano, San 
Luis Obispo, Stanislaus, and Yolo 
 

Sterile Moth Releases in Long Beach, California  
Sterile Insect Technique (SIT)/Research Update  

To date, APHIS has completed 15 releases of sterile moths in an established LBAM population 
within the Long Beach area of California.  Since the releases began, APHIS has released 
approximately 250,000 sterile moths. 
 
The SIT releases, which are expected to continue into the fall, are to evaluate the interaction 
between sterile and wild, fertile LBAM populations under various settings. This study will help 
determine how SIT could be used in the LBAM program.  
 
Limited Releases of Trichogramma Wasp in California 
Beginning in July, CDFA began placing pupae of a stinger less wasp, Trichogramma, in 
Sacramento County, San Luis Obispo County, and Santa Clara County.  The wasp, native to 
California, will help reduce LBAM populations by laying its eggs inside the developing moth 
larvae.  Additional information on the releases is available at the following link: 
http://www.cdfa.ca.gov/phpps/pdep/lbam/lbam_main.html 
 
Delimitation of Moth Find in Oregon 
In 2010, one moth was trapped in a nursery in Polk County, Oregon.  In January 2011, Oregon 
Department of Agriculture installed a delimitation grid of 150 traps around the catch in Polk 
County.   No additional moths have been detected.  

APHIS Light Brown Apple Moth Website 
The APHIS website has been redesigned for easier access to program documents including 
current LBAM detection maps, monthly situation reports, and industry updates.  The website is 
available at the following link: 
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/lba_moth/index.shtml 
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