
LBAM Monthly Stakeholder Conference Call – 2016 
(from most current) 

 
November 8, 2016 

• CDFA reported that it has been fairly quiet in the packing houses. 
• CDFA related that surveys had generally been quieter than other years at this time of 

year.  Several small finds in San Diego and San Joaquin counties are in delimitation.  
New activity in Ventura County has been along the coast and not where treatment was 
performed last year.  A recent find in a lemon grove was unusual as lemons are not on the 
LBAM host list.  Several quarantine areas have shrunken or been rolled back.  CDFA 
will produce a new map of the regulated areas. 

• Oregon Department of Agriculture reviewed the LBAM situation in Polk County, Oregon 
and highlighted activities for the coming year, including the possible use of Btk (Bacillus 
thuringiensis kurstacki), 4-component lure, light traps, and female moth lure; over a 
broader area than in 2016. 

• Shelah Morita has been appointed as the new Trade Director for Canada, replacing Terri 
Dunahay who retired in June. 

• The Cut Flowers Exemption has been signed and is posted on the APHIS LBAM website.  
The exemption covers commercially produced cut flowers and greens.  This was the last 
of the exemptions that USDA and CDFA had been working on. 

• The draft LBAM Program economic analysis has been reviewed and revised by the 
LBAM Cross Functional Working Group.  The economist will consider the comments 
and produce a final version.  That version will be circulated to interested parties for 
comment when it is available. 

• This is the last of the monthly calls for 2016.  The calls will begin again in March 2017.  
Participants are encouraged to reach out to CDFA or USDA staff if any questions arise in 
the meantime. 

• 23 participants 
 
 
October 11, 2016 

• CDFA reported that there had been multiple finds in Ventura County in the Port 
Hueneme area and along the coast in the northwestern portion of the county.  Other than 
Ventura County, there are no changes to state quarantine areas. 

• CDFA reported that this is generally the slower time of the year and that detection start to 
uptick towards November. 

• CDFA provided the results of cooler inspection.  Between early April and early October, 
there were 25 finds in berries, primarily organically grown. 

• San Diego County inquired as to the status in the change in state quarantine in the 
Carlsbad area. 



• Santa Barbara County inquired as to the status of the quarantine in the Lompoc area. 
• The “all cut flowers” commodity exemption is in the review process.  The exemption 

would only apply to commercially-produced commodity. 
• 18 participants 

 
September 13, 2016 

• CDFA reported that there had been new detections in Santa Barbara and San Diego 
Counties and new finds in San Joaquin County. 

• The question of the final disposition of the Isomate® twist ties was raised.  CDFA will 
look into how they were distributed. 

• San Diego County mentioned that Canada had recently added the county to their 
directive, APHIS had helped sort out some of the concern. 

• There were no further updates to the LBAM situation in Oregon. 
• The LBAM Economic Analysis is still pending, a draft is in the PERAL review process. 
• 18  participants 

 
August 9, 2016 

• CDFA reported that detections continue to expand or create new state interior quarantines 
in San Joaquin, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and San Diego Counties. 

• Current county cooperative agreements end on September 30; new cooperative 
agreements have been sent to the counties for execution, beginning on October 1. 

• There was nothing new from the PPQ Phytosanitary Issues Management. 
• There was nothing new from PPQ Science & Technology, research projects continue to 

development treatment alternatives for nursery stock. 
• Field Operations reported that there were no further detections of LBAM in Oregon.  

Oregon Department of Agriculture is submitting a Farm Bill suggestion to request 
funding for mating disruption and delimitation trapping in 2017. 

• The commodity exemption for propagative material was recently published by APHIS.  
The Pest Risk Evaluation for propagative material has been posted on the APHIS LBAM 
website.  The program economic analysis is still pending. 

• Strong encouragement from industry to complete the economic analysis and continue the 
process of assessing the future of the program. 

• 20 participants 
 
July 12, 2016 

• PPQ-Science & Technology – research continues on regulatory treatment options for 
nursery operations.  The work is to develop best tools for “treat and ship”, if the program 
further develops that option. 



• Oregon Department of Agriculture is treat a 40 acre mixed nursery/orchard site from last 
year’s detections.  ODA is performing detection trapping at 100 traps/sq.mi. at the site.  
Elsewhere, ODA has about 900 traps deployed in high risk areas. 

• PPQ-Policy Management - The extension of the federal quarantine to include Ventura 
County is being processed.  Once signed, the federal quarantine will include all coastal 
counties between San Diego and Mendocino Counties.  The query of a contiguous coastal 
county state interior quarantine was deferred since that would be a CDFA issue to work. 

• The economic analysis of the LBAM Program is still underway by the Pest Epidemiology 
and Risk Analysis Laboratory (PERAL).  The projected completion date is still by end of 
summer 2016. 

• 15 participants 
 
June 14, 2016 

• CDFA is sending out notices for finds at cooler. 
• PPQ-Field Operations mentioned recent finds in organic blueberries. 
• PPQ-Science & Technology commented on ongoing work on regulatory treatments. 
• PPQ Policy Management touched on current status of commodity exemption requests, we 

are still working on propagative material and cut flowers.  National Plant Board 
colleagues have asked for further information and data beyond the information provided 
in the Pest Risk Assessment.  The LBAM Program Economic Analysis is still in progress, 
due date is July/August. 

• PPQ Trade Directors – Terri Dunahay, Trade Director for Canada will be retiring at the 
end of June. 

• San Luis Obispo County queried the addition of state interior quarantines in a patchwork 
pattern; CDFA will look into the concern. 

• 14 Participants 
 
May 10, 2016 

• San Joaquin County traps in place, samples sent in were negative 
• San Luis Obispo – moths in established quarantines in delimitation 
• PPQ update on recent find 
• 7 Participants 

 
April 12, 2016 
 

• CDFA reviewed current operations.  They continue to remove all twist-tie treatments and 
are very close to being done.  Ranch Santa Fe – treatments are down, but still having 
finds.  Strawberry picking and inspections are on-going, with no positives.  Pest 
Exclusion Branch is preparing next year’s county contracts for regulatory work and 
should done by early to mid-May. 



• San Joaquin County mentioned that they were close to cherry harvest and growers were 
under compliance for export to Canada. 

• APHIS Trade Director brought up that the bilateral discussions with Canada are coming 
in May.  Pre-discussions continue. 

• Policy Management mentioned that the revision of the Federal Order to remove trapping 
from nurseries in the regulated area is moving forward.  The Cut flowers commodity 
exemption went out the National Plant Board for stakeholder comment before 
proceeding.  The Pest Risk Analysis for cucumber was just received and we will begin 
the review of that document. 

• 18 Participants 
 
March 8, 2016 – 1st call of 2016 
 

• CDFA reviewed current activity/new detections of LBAM within quarantined counties.  
CDFA conducted treatments is two areas.  There have been few finds so far this year and 
no new delimitations outside of San Diego County.  The State Interior Quarantines have 
come down in a few outlying pockets in southern California. 

• PPQ PIM – Canadian Food Inspection Agency’s response to our request to exempt 
commodities is in their clearance process. 

• PPQ-CPHST – The request to add propagative materials to the exempt commodities list 
is under review at PPQ Pest Epidemiology and Risk Analysis Laboratory (PERAL).  
PERAL has requested further clarification on processes/protocols and is waiting for that 
material from nursery industry/growers.  There will be a scoping call for the request to 
exempt all cut flowers. 

• Oregon will receive funds in FY16 for trapping and treatment. 
• 19 Participants 

 
 


