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To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Subject: Federal regulations for interstate movement of Christmas trees and wreaths 
 
As the holiday season approaches, I would like to remind you that the movement of 
Christmas trees and wreaths, among other articles, is federally regulated in certain areas 
of the country.  These regulations aim to prevent the spread of damaging forest pests such 
as gypsy moth, pine shoot beetle, as well as the sudden oak death pathogen, 
Phytophthora ramorum, which can spread by moving a number of decorative wood 
products.  
 
APHIS regulations, as well as some State regulations, require certain conditions be met in 
order to move Christmas trees and wreaths out of quarantined areas.  APHIS and State 
regulatory personnel routinely work with Christmas tree farms and other holiday 
greenery establishments in quarantine areas to make sure companies are aware of and 
follow the regulations.  
 
I am sending this notice to ensure that you are aware of these regulations so that your 
shipments of Christmas trees or wreaths are in compliance with Federal regulations in 
order to avoid delays and fines that could be assessed.  Further information is available at 
<www.aphis.usda.gov/HolidayGreeneryPests>.   
 
We need your assistance to stop the spread of these destructive pests.  Your help is 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Scott Pfister, PhD 
Director, Forest Pests and Plant Pathogens 
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