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APHIS Revises CWD Program Standards 

 

WASHINGTON, May 9, 2014— The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has 

made minor revisions to the program standards for chronic wasting disease (CWD). The revised 

standards have been posted on the APHIS website. 

 

APHIS published the standards in the Federal Register on December 31, 2013 and accepted 

comments through March 31, 2014. We would like to thank our stakeholders for their comments 

and recommendations on the standards. The 328 comments provided valuable insight into 

stakeholder concerns and priorities. The comments also reflected the positions held by 

stakeholders that were noted by the working group that was convened in November 2012 to 

revise the original program standards.  

 

APHIS reviewed the comments and made four minor changes. These changes will correct 

inconsistencies in language within the standards or between the standards and the CWD 

final rule. The revised program standards are dated May 2014 and take effect 

immediately. APHIS’ CWD website provides additional details about the changes that 

were made and summarizes other suggested changes that are not being adopted at this 

time.  

 

The program standards offer optional guidance to facilitate compliance with the CWD final rule 

that established a herd certification program and interstate movement requirements to control 

CWD in farmed or captive cervids in the United States. The standards will be reviewed at least 

annually by representatives of the cervid industry and appropriate State and Federal agencies, 

and amended as necessary. 

 

See the APHIS website for more information about CWD and APHIS’ voluntary herd 

certification program.   
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http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/cwd/downloads/cwd_program_standards_2014.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/animal_health/animal_diseases/cwd/downloads/statement_on_cwd_program_standards.pdf
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/wps/portal/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth?1dmy&urile=wcm%3apath%3a%2Faphis_content_library%2Fsa_our_focus%2Fsa_animal_health%2Fsa_animal_disease_information%2Fsa_alternate_livestock%2Fsa_cervid_health%2Fsa_cwd%2Fct_cwd_index

